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| AN INQUIRY 
INTO THE NATURE OF THAT IN CORPORATION. 
by * 

. IN WHICH IT 15 DEMONSTRATED, _ „ 

THAT THE EXCLUSION OF ALL PHYSICIANS, EXCEPT THE 
GRADUATES OF OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE, FROM THE 
'CORPORATE PRIVILEGES OF THE COLLEGE, Is FOUNDED 
IN USURPATION, BEING CONTRARY TO THE LETTER AND 
SPIRIT OF ITS CHARTER. 
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PREFATORY ADDRESS _ 


TSS 
THE LICENTIATES 5 
| or : 
THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS | 
| Wh IN LONDON. 


GENTLEMEN, 

RS ng is a peculiar W in addreſ- 
ſing this Pamphlet to you. It relates 

to objects in which you are particular y \inte- 


reſted, and it is publiſhed in compliance with 


the repeated ſolicitation of many of your num- 
ber. I could not have been influenced by an 
inducement more gratifying, and I have only to 
lament, that, in yielding to fo flattering a requeſt, 
"7 abilities have not been 8985 to "7 zeal. ©: 


The College of Phyſicians in London have a 


legal power, veſted in them by charter and by 
act of en. to prohibit the practice of all 


. nm | 


6 I 


1 „ 
phyſicians, within London and ſeven miles round, 
- who have not been admitted to practiſe, by let? 
ters of the preſident and college under their com- 
mon' ſeal. The eligibility of a phyfician- to be 
ſo admitted to practiſe, as ſpecified in the char- 
ter, and in the ſubſequent act of the fourteenth 
and fifteenth of Henry VIII. depends upon his 
5 den « doctus & probus, or ſad and diſcreete, 
« groundly learned and ad ſtudied in word nf 
. ce ſyke.” ”” 


4 , 


| Eligibility, dependant upon fuch 3 


could never be aſcertained without previous exa- 2 


mination. The teſt of eligibility, by examination, 
was appointed by act of parliament, to be given 
to the Biſhop of London and Dean of St. Paul's, 
and four approved phyſicians, before the College 
of Phyſicians was incorporated; and the neceſſity 
of examination is expreſsly ſtated in the ſtatutes 
| of the college of the date 1609 *, the ear- 
lieft that I have ſeen. It is therefore obvious; 
that the college, from their earlieſt exiſtence, 
adopted the plan of examining every candidate 
for admiſſion, as to his n... as a medical 


5 By : 


T 8 examinatione (oY & 
 ſcrutinio) compertum eſſe poſſit, quam fit quiſque medicus 
bs ee eee 
muna, atulraus, &c. 


FEE 
were authorized to make by-laws for the anlole- 
fome government, ſuperviſing, and correction of 
= be ſaid college, and of all men practiſing phy- 
in London and ſeven miles round. Long 
after the college was incorporated, the medical 
Lene eee eee ee e OR 
under . controul of the * phyticians;.-- 


"i has never been Added eint by | ha 
ter, or by any act of parliament, in what man; 
ner the college were to examine the ee 
whom they admitted; it conſequently follows, _ 
that their forms of examination, and of fables, -- 


admiſſio . | 
their ſtatutes « or by-laws OI y 
eee ar ves: > 


incorporated ſociety, is, certainly, not a lui. 
ſite qualification for admiſſion to its fellow 
As licentiates: of the College of Phyſicians, we 
may all, perhaps, on a retroſpe& of our exa- 
| mination and admiſſion to praftiſe, avow our 
are not pbliid fo PPAR che 
| SC. 
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to them. To bind men to the obſervance of laws, 
with which they have not the means of becoming 
acquainted, is incongruous to nen | 
8 TI emen e 


een ab deed this a i bs | 
College of Phyſicians, with a diſtruſt of its mo- 


tive, and have as often contemplated, with aſ- 


toniſhment, the wide difference of privileges and 
rank poſſeſſed by the fellows of the college and the - 
licentiates. I have neither obſerved the appear- - 
ance of greater abilities, nor of maturer judgment, 


in my intercourſe with the former than with the 


latter. Their public productions have not, of- 
tener, diſplayed. either general learning or pro- 
feſſional knowledge. The licentiates have been 


as induſtrious as the fellows of the college, in 


the purſuit of all uſeful information. They are 


as converſant in polite literature. They have 
ſtudied under the ſame medical profeſſors with 


many fellows of the college, and have poſſeſſed | 


_ Conſidering theſe circumſtances I was con- 


fident, that not any. ſuperiority of claim was 
do be conceded to the fellows of the college, 
— under the preſumption of excluſive eh LA 


or 


I 


1 1 44 N 1 

- not; till wins ad, to e the 3 

of: ſo conſpicuous nnen among the exa- 

5 nined approved, and admitted phyſicians of 

this metropolis and its e a diſtinction ſo 

deegrading . nnn 
ne OE . 


e e ee du 0s 6 AG 
— that the college, when they framed 
their ſtatutes relating to the admiſſion of members, 
had loſt fight of all due conſideration of the de- 
© ſign and intention of the crown and parliament 
in their inſtitution.” They have generally eſta- 
bliſhed ſuch ſtatutes upon an arbitrary principle; 
in conſequence of which, every licentiate, when 
admitted to practiſe, has been directed to ſub- 
ſeribe to a declaration of his own comparative 
ignorance. For he is conffrained to receive 
a licenſe under a by-law, which declares; his 
incompetency to become a member of the col- 
lege; whilſt the graduates of Oxford or Cam- 
bridge, or thoſe, who have been incorporated 
there, are conſidered excluſively entitled to apply 
11 n into the among | 


The dimanded ee of Ee a ca- 


a and acquirements is, nevertheleſs, aer 
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tially the ſame for the licenſe and the f :Howſhi ” 5 


If it were not ſo, the cenſors would violate their 
oath+to-} the college, and their obligation to the 


public, by a flagrant breach of an important 
- truſt; becauſe the right of practiſing is as un- 
limited with the licentiates as with the fellows, 
and it is as requiſite to inveſtigate their qualifi- 
cations. There has been introduced, indeed, of 
late years, for the ſake of a colourable diſtinc- 
ing the candidates for the fellowſhip. But the 
| - licentiates have been denied the very right of un- 


dergoing this form A IR. > 21 
vileges.. 


| In the printed copy of the College ſtatutes, of 
1765, there is but one form of examination for 
the candidates and licentiates. It was not until 
after the abſurd and riotous conteſt, in 1767, of 
ſome of the licentiates for admittance at the 
college gates, that any actual difference was ef- 
tabliſhed in the examination of the candidates. 
The firſt regular admiſſion of a fellow of the col- 
lege, after that period, was in 1773, and the new 
form required the candidates, as a proof of their 
knowledge of the Greek language, to render 
into Latin, during their examination, ſome paſ- 
_————— of Hippocrates and 
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- hers ee a object e- 
quiring ſuch a proof of the eee, phy- 
ſician, who is ſolicitous of the privileges of the 
corporation. But if to tranſlate from Greek into 
Latin, with a conciſe comment, the writings of 
Hippocrates and this or ref Aretœus, or of any 
other Greek author, be the ultimate teſt of medical 
erudition exacted from their candidates, by the 
College of Phyſicians; why are not all men equal- 
ly entitled to admiſſion, who are equally compe- 
tent to that teſt? Let the exacted proofs of 2 
and of profeſſional capacity be what they may, the 
ſole queſtion is, and the only inquiry ought to be, 
whether thoſe, who apply to be admitted, are, or 
are FR Wert, ow to the nnn an 


I among nee e os are de- 
| barred from the higheſt privileges of the faculty of 
phyſic, there be rains who are in reality, 


bf RY Pn a ng Peay ins VF 
I 767. The college ſtatutes were abrogated ſoon afterwards, 
with a view to eſtabliſh an amended Code. In the alterations 
OE AIG and printed with- 
out a date, the following ſtatute is recommended. Statui- 
mus etiam & ordinamus ut fingulis eorum, qui vel in ordi- 
« dinem Candidatorum vel Sociorum admitti petunt, pro- 
N loci ex ſeriptis Hippocratis 
515; G: hf _ 


een PP the ape of the A: 
can they poſſibly conceive, that their exclu- 
ſion is not arbitrary and oppreſſive? Will they 
M8 be diverted from that opinion by diſcovering, 
| F > 


\ So 3 * 
—u—v— — — . — 
r c D 
8 — 
1 


imputation of ſelf-inferiority ? ta that, by doing 
ſo, they were betrayed into an apparent: zcknow- 


ml, in compariſon with men of neither betterun- 
derſtanding, nor of MOON acquirements _ 
lves ? | 


| da ee Sum. eee e which it is dn 
| honourable to execute, is an example of tyranny, 
which but ill accords with the notion of a re- 
 _ fined age; for the ideas of progreſſive refinement 
—I and of the gradual abandonment of vulgar prepoſ- 
ſeſſions are inſeparably aſſociated in the mind. 
Among thoſe, to whom the conceſſion of rank is 


admitted to be juſt, upon a preſumption of their 
ſuperior attainments, mankind are irreſiſtibly led 
to expect men, with minds enlightened by ſcience. 
© who, in the acquirement of extenſive knowledge, 
have 


« & Galeni, quos apte latine reddant brevdque ee 
« illuſtrent. I conjecture theſe propoſed alterations to have 
been printed about the year 1768. There was a draught of 
new ſtatutes, printed in to. in 17 50, which I have not ſeen. 


F eee | 
judice; men, who, in the conduct of life, diſdain 
the low Waere W n pi 
0 eee eee eee 
e preſent fellows of the College of Phyſicians, 
men of this deſcription ; men, whoſe literary ac- 
quirements reflect dignity on their . profeſſional 
character; if it be granted, that there are, among 
them, men, whoſe gentlemanly conduct and ſua- 
. vity of manners, in private life, conciliate more 
than the common eſteem of thoſe, who have the - 
pleaſure of their acquaintance ; how is it to be 
reconciled, that, in their corporate capacity, they 
infringe every ſentiment of liberality, by the nar- 
roweſt and moſt neee adherence to the 

principles. of corporation monopoly? Even, in 

their admiſſion of Keentiates to the fellowſhip 
| ſpeciali gratia, has their ſelection been determined 
by a generous attention to extraordinary merit? 
Has it not rather been governed by partial re- 
ſuch humiliating conditions, that, in the manner 
of conceding, they have cancelled all the favour: 
of the conceſſion, and obliterated even that ſem- 
| blance of honour, which e. eee have 


3 the ns; ? 0 


5 — e eee Abs" 
fellowſhip of the college: if it be unneceſſary, 
the ſole intention of eſtabliſhing it muſt have 
been to create an invidious diſtinction, between 
the ofenfible learning of graduates of the Engliſh 


and of other Univerſities. If it be in reality eſ- 85 | 


ſential, the partial recommendation, alone, of a 
preſident, or of any other man, however high in 


| profeſſional conſequence, is not an adequate proof 


of proper qualification to be admitted to the 


fellowſhip. As little is it a proof of ingenuouſs 


neſs of mind to oppoſe the admiſſion of men, 
who have already given every requiſite proof of 
competency in profeſſional knowledge, and who 
ſolicit the eſtabliſhed teſt of claſſical erudition. 
Such an influence of recommendation is incom- 
patible with the fundamental principle of the 


incorporated college ; ſuch an oppoſition betrays 
a want of candour and e e ce 


It might ak have been expected, that, 
when the college abrogated their ſtatutes, which 


excluded aliens, who are legally incapacitated for 
the offices of the corporation, they would have 
aboliſhed thoſe, likewiſe, which exclude Britiſh 
phyſicians. It would have ſhown a ſtronger at- 
tachment to the obligation of their truſt, than to 
the influence of partial interceſſion. Complimen- 


„4 s of 
public confidence ; and what elſe, but a compli. 
ment, can it be reckoned, to concede the honours 
of the college to thoſe, whom the laws of the 
OE IO TINY 
OE?" mort TR: 


After-deliberate inveſtigation, 1 nh T7 


ly perſuaded, that the College of Phyſicians never 
had authority, legally conceded to them, to refuſe 

the corporate privileges of the college to any 
Phyſician, whereſoever he might have been edu 
cated, provided he were competent, by the law of 


the land, to execute offices of civil truſt, and were . 


found, * ene ſatis doctus et probus. 


It has been my endeavour, undder to give 


you a clear and candid view of this queſtion. I can- 
not have an intereſt in perverting your judgment. 
You muſt obſerve that I have been, as Dr. Goodall 
formerly declared himſelf to have been, in vin- 
dication of the college, © forced to adventure 
* upon the exerciſe of more faculties than one, 

and to meddle in matters of law as well as of 
_«. phyſic *.” It was the opinion of Junius, that 


| if to og A Tau: : 


| labour 
+ The Call of Pyl, he Preface to the Reader, 


0 


Gn | A 
* er fugneity.”- It mba; kn; — . 
to ſhield myſelf, under the authority of ſo able and 
perſpicacious a writer, from the charge of teme- 
rity and preſumption for attempting this. My 
utmoſt vanity, Gentlemen, could never ſo obſcure 
my judgment, as to induce me to fancy any diſ- 
play of genius or ſagacity in the inquiry, which! 
addreſs to you: yet I may acknowledge that my la- 
bour has not been inconſiderable, nor my attention 
_ curſory, If, nevertheleſs, a too implicit confi- 
dence in the truth of my argument, have be- 
trayed me into a too firm reliance upon untenable 
concluſions, I am open to conviction, and ſhould 
be more gratified to ſee thoſe concluſions candidly 
' refuted, than I could poſſibly be in the enjoy- 
ment of the higheſt advantages obtainable upon 
the ground of error. Under all circumſtances, I 
truſt myſelf ſecure in your favourable opinion 
of my motives for the attempt. To thoſe, whoſe 
peculiar ſtudies enable them to form a better 
judgment of the ſubject, ſome apology is, certain- 
ly, due. | 


Vou have all been apprized, Gentlemen, that 
an Addreſs has been ſent to the College of Phy- 
ficians, requeſting admiſſion for others to the fel- 
nr, under the me examinations as thoſe, 
under 


that reciprocal obſervance of 


EM © FL 
porn) are adinitted. Such an — as was 
due to ſuch an addreſs, ſuch an anſwer, as they 
were indiſputably entitled to, with whoſe ſigna- - 
tures that addreſs was preſented, might have 
rendered this obtruſion, upon the e 
ß * 


That decorous reſpett from man to man, „ which ; 
is the chief characteriſtic of civiliz 


'% 
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mony, which is the ſureſt defence of relative 
rank, are ſeldom invaded, except from a proud 
reliance. upon a fancied ſuperiority: of intellec- 
tual accompliſhment, or a dubious ſecurity of 
power. It is impoſſible that the genuine dignity 
of the College of Phyſicians can be more highly 
regarded, than by thoſe, who ſigned that addreſs, 
to which the college have not deigned to reply: 
there are not any more averſe, than they, from ; 
contention among profeſſional men: there are 
not any more reluctant, from principle, to com- 
mence litigation. © Our application aroſe,” 
| = expreſſed in our addreſs) © from no haſty. 
project, or reſtleſs ſpirit of innovation. It 
« was meant to advance a claim, which, we are 
« well warranted to believe, is founded both in 
« law and in equity.” 1 Me different idea, 
however, 


— 
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however, has-been inculcated. Malevelatindine - 


attributed to our zeal a democratical and level- 
ling ſpirit ; but the rectitude of our intentions, and 
the moderation of our conduct will appear, when 
all ſuch malignant aſperſions ſhall be contem- 
plated as the mean ſubterfuge of ſtubborn uſur- 
pation, to evade the foree of W againſt 

aſſumed power. | 
/ Whatever zeal I myſelf have exerted upon 
the occaſion, if it wore the appearance of ſuch 
a ſpirit, it would falſify its principle. . Not 
any man can be more indifferent, than myſelf, 
about the advantages derivable from the pri- 
vileges contended for; but as there are others of 
our number, to whom the ſame conſciouſneſs 


of right imparts a ſtronger ſolicitude to obtain 


it, I ſhould have thought myſelf unjuſtifiable, upon 
the ground of perſonal indifference, in with- 
holding my attention from the ſubject, or in dif- 
avowing my concern for the event. 


I know, Gentlemen, that excluſion from the 


corporate privileges of the college cannot affect 


all of us equally. There are many of our number 
ſo long inured to the oppreſſion, as to have be- 


come inſenſible of its conſequences. Others, in- 


dependent in circumſtances, are regardleſs of pro- 
| 15 feſfional 


ern po wig e ef nos ergo manum ferulz ſub- 
« Juximus,” reluQtant/to ſubmit again to the ordeal 


of an examination, of which their long eſtabliſn- i 
nent and character preclude every pretext of the 


_ neceſſity. But if there be among our number thoſe, 


who, although they have undergone every mate- 


rial examination, which is ever demanded from the 
graduates of Oxford and Cambridge, are willing to 


| ſubmit themſelves again to the teſt of inquiry, and = 


to demand probation legally, according to the form 
for the candidates and fellows of the college; ſhall 
the principle of our common right be abandoned, 


and thoſe, who are eager to aſſert it, be left to ſtrug- 


_ gle for themſelves? Will you not aſk yourſelves, 
under what liberal or rational idea, under what poſ- 
ſible pretence, that has the appearance of benefit 
to mankind for its object, can ſuch men be denied 
the right of an examination as candidates for the 
fellowſhip of the college, and, however qualified, 
be excluded from all the advantages of admiſſion? 
I have declared myſelf intereſted only in the eſta- 
bliſhment of the general right derivable from the 


charter; and I perſuade myſelf that every man 


among you, of an independent mind, will feel a 
ſimilar impulſe of duty to aſſiſt in the general cauſe, 
if he be ſatisfied that it is a juſt one. Should he be in- 


different about the advantages for himſelf, he may 
promote the good of others, to whoſe advancement 


| dent; * both may be dis. 
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| e l ae comteltitte; ld Wi 
1 duktembrarstheopportuittics, Mat 
from a mutual exertion, who, however, act un- 
der the firmeſt conviction that, Ea animi elatio, 
. eee iculis et laboribus, fi juſtitia vacat, 

e eee, eee 


modi, aint poke 


It is 8 a ſimilar. ieee Ca, | 


that J claim your attention to the humble 8 | 
| ing, v which I now preſent to you, 


And I beg to ſubſcribe myſelf, - 
Your obedient and devoted 
humble Servant, 


| SAMUEL FERRIS. 
Fan. 1795. 
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* GENBRAL VIEW, 
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Tu hitory of this country afford inp proof 


that not any conſiderable advancement had 
been made here, in either literature or philoſophy, 


prior to the commencement of the ſixteenth cen- 
tury. The Univerſity of Oxford had then, indeed, 


been founded upwards of fix hundred years, and 
that of Cambridge, according to ſome authors, 


nearly five hundred years, or, as aſſerted by others, 
nearly fix hundred: but hitherto the ſources of 
knowledge had been few and circumſcribed, and 


ſcarcely any but the eccleſiaſtics had availed them 
ſelves of literary improvement. They had, as well 
as in the cultivation of theology, zealouſly engaged 


themſelves in the ſtudy of Roman juriſprudence. 


They were likewiſe almoſt the only phyſicians of 
their time; * the 3 of phybe occupied 
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1 
= their attention infinitely leſs n either a wur 
or law. | 15 


There were not many of our countrymen, who 
had arrived at any conſiderable eminence as phy- 
ſicians, prior to the reign of Henry VIII. It is 
commonly ſuppoſed that the firſt Engliſh phyſi- 
cian, of ſufficient character to be employed at 
court, was John of Gaddeſden, who was called 
to attend the ſon of Edward I. or II. ill of the 
| ſmall-pox. But Matthew Paris has mentioned a 
Nicholas de Ferneham, as prieſt and phyſician to 
Henry III. and to his Queen, in 1241*; and we 
are informed by. Pits, that he was a phyſician en- 
dowed with all the learning of his time, and that 
he was retained, at court with a conſiderable ſa - 
lary f. There are others noticed as learned phy- 
however, any exception, but that of Nicholas de 
ee to the aſſertion, of Dr. Freind, that, 
prior 
* — Send multipliciter zac 


moribus commendabilibus inſignitum, peritorum confilio Rex 
& Regina ad ſuarum vocaverunt animarum & corporum 


a cuſtodiam & conſilium familiare, &c. Matt. e Anl. 
Þ+ 550. | 
< Ti illuſtribus Angli, Scriptoribus, p. 312 3133 (called 


Pits, N. Ferveham). 
t Richardus Anglicus, author of ſeveral medical works. 
John Giles. —Hugh of Eveſham.-Gilbertus Anglicus, author 
| of a Compendium-gf Phyjc, the carlieſt 

air fy hype, remaining writing on the 
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| life educated at Oxford, refided a long time in 


Paris, and ſtill longer at Bologna, where: he ſtu- 
died Hippocrates, Dioſcorides, Galen, and all the 


other moſt celebrated authors on medicine: and, 


VCC 
een © 


John of Gaddeſden was of Merton College; 
Oxford, and was public profeſſor of medicine. 
He was particularly eminent, ſo as to be called 
the light of the age}, and the encomium' itſelf ſuf- 
ficiently beſpeaks the darkneſs which prevailed : | 
for not any thing could poſſibly. be more charac- 


teriſtic of ignorance and ſuperſtition, not any thing 
could betray more a mind adapted to the loweſt 


quackery, than the praftice of John of Gaddef- | 


| +» Nam ante hoe tempus Medici Regis rant ſeniper ab 
externis regionibus accerfiti. el EY Omn. 
1 30+ 

+ De Tlluftribus Angliz Scriptoribus, p. 312, 313-. 

=} + ee e ee en of Meri Cohan 
where he chiefly ſtudied phyſick, for which he was called, 
lo i Pata: yp. "of the Univ. wenn 
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1 
den, in the cure of bis royal patient“. as well as 
on all other occaſions, at leaſt in his medical. 
my 


| J 
Nicholas de Ferneham and John of Gaddeſden, 
when princes were indiſpoſed, for their privy 
council to make choice, out of the many pre- 
tenders to the ſcience of phyſic, of thoſe who 
were to attend at court. Thus when Henry VI. 
lay ſick, the council aſſigned him three phyſicians 
and two ſurgeons, to adminiſter freely about his 


V Caplatur ergo ſcarletum rubrum, & qui patitur vario. 

las, involvatur in illo totaliter, vel in alio panno rubro, ficut 
ego feci quando Inclyti Regis Anglia filius variolas patie- 
batur, curavi ut omnia circa lectum eſſent rubra, & curatio 
illa mihi optime ſucceſſit. aun. Anglici arr Med. Ry. 
| Auel. dict. 4to. p. 100 50. 5 

+ Seymour's Survey of London, &c. vol. i. p. 155. 

Rotula, pat. 32. H. vi. m. 17. See Coke's Inſtitutes, part iv. 
P- 251. 

« Rex adverſa valetudine laborans de aſſenſu Confilii ſul 
_ & affignavit Johannem Arundel, Johannem Saceby & W. 
« Hatcliffe, Medicos: Robertum Warren, & Johannem 
« Marſhall, Chirurgos, ad libere miniſtrandum & exequendum 
in & circa perſonam ſuam. Imprimis, viz. quod licite 
6« yaleant moderare fibi diztam ſuam, & quod poſſint mini- 
« ſtrare Potiones, Syrupos, Confectiones, Laxativas Medici - 
nas, Clyſteria, Suppoſitoria, Caput purgea, Gargariſmata 
« Lealnen, Epithimota, Fomentationes, Embrocationes, Capitis 
2 Unctiones, n. cerera ventos. cum ſcarifi- 

„ 


7 


It is neither to be wondered at, when there 
were ſo few opportunities of acquiring know- 
ledge, as at that time, in Britain, that much cau- 
tion ſhould have been uſed in chooſing phyſicians 
for the great, nor that the abilities of any man of 
nioderites information ſhould have ence 


Tio falbief Enrogic had ben involved in 8 
Rome, and ſcarcely a trace was to be found of 


that ſcience and love of letters, which characte- 
rized and added ſplendour to the age of Auguſtus. 


The human mind had relapſed from. the higheſt 
ſtate of cultivation and improvement, into that of 
the darkeſt ignorance and barbariſm “. Nor was 

the darkneſs diſſipated, and the appearance of 
civilization and of learning generally reſtored in 
Europe, until the total overthrow of the Eaſtern - 
empire, about the middle of the fifteenth century. 
Many, on the occurrence of that event, eſcaping 
from Conſtantinople, fled to Italy, and carried 
with them copies of thoſe claflical works, which 


t catione. vel fine, emorodorum provocationes, &c. Dantes 
bes. ms er ar ee eee array . 
« intendentes, &c.” | 
. ntprovenitate of tistutiin mieZ hid reaiihcl 
nearly to their ſtate of perfection about the age of Auguſtus; 
there was a ſenſible decline from that point or period, and men 
thenceforth relapſed gradually into ignorance and barbacifin, 
r * . 5. $97 O06 ut 
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22 Anion; hols who applied themſelves to the 
ſtudy of letters, immediately after that period, there 
were not any of this country, who * 2 


cularly to the ſcience of phyſic as a profeſſion, 


who did not acquire their medical, as Fan" as 
claſſical, learning chiefly in the ſchools of Italy. 
It is evident, as in the inſtance of Nicholas de 
Ferneham, that long before that period it was 
uſual for Engliſhmen to ſtudy voy in France 
a | 


In the twelfth as; the medical ſchools of 
Salernum, Naples, and Bologna, were in higher 
repute than any other; and Paris likewiſe was 
much reſorted to by thoſe of this kingdom, who 
were emulous of learning. A great number of 
Oxonians are ſaid to have returned, at the latter 
end of the thirteenth century, from Paris, where, 
according to ancient cuſtom, they had applied them- 
ſelves to the ſtudy of letters *. But, after the reſto- 
ration of letters, in the fifteenth century, all the 


great promoters of literature in England imbibed 


their beſt knowledge from the ſchools of Italy. 
Linacre, Lilly, Grocin, Latimer, and others, ac- 
VVV 
tiquo, Lutetiæ ponebant, & c. Ant. a Wood Hiſt. & Antiq. Uni- 
verſe Oxonien. v. i, p. 128, Anno 1282, 
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n of the Greek language on 
che continent; and they were among the firſt, 
een eee a taſte far 


We e cients. 


1 Be We Pr Ox- 
ford, by a foreigner of the name of Andrew Ala- 
zard. He came from the Univerſity of Montpe- 


lier, where he had graduated, to obtain a degree 


| 
| iſe at Oxford; and, by the command of the © 
- ellor and proctors, he gave lectures on me- 
dicine there, and explained, from b alli 
own, Avicema de fit. _ 
| . i 


when the practice of phyſic, as well as of law, 
was chiefly engroſſed by the clergy, that © the 
procurement of a ſinecure place in the church, 
was a method, in which the great ſometimes 
| * pad the: ſervices of their phyſicians . 
WP | The 
a „ Lumina doGine, Grocinus deinde ſecutus_ - 
Sellingus, Linacre, Latimaruſq. piuis. 
Tunſtallus Phoenix, Stocleins atq. Coletus. 

- - _ Lilius & Paceusfeſta Corona virim. 
Oanes Italiam petierunt ſydere fauſto Ng 
Et nituit Latiis muſa Britanna ſcholis. 

Omnes inq. ſuam Patriam rediere diſerti, 


Secum Theſauros & retulere ſuos. | | 
| Leland in Encom. ſuis illuftrium Pine. edit, 1589. Pro | 


+ Ant. a Wood Hiſt. & Antiq. Univerſit. Oxon. v. i. p. 239. 
t Aikin's Biographical n e Re in Great 
Britain. e 8 
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— profeſon of phy by 


| Avints was oppoſed and interrupted in Italy; 
and, about the middle of the twelfth century, 


the Roman council abſolutely prohibited the ec- 

cleſiaſtics from hearing any medical lectures: yet 
was the ſubſequent decay of the colleges of Sa- 
lernum and Montpelier attributed to the con- 
tinuation of ſuch a monopoly“. It was not until 


a period long poſterior to this, that the practice 


of phyſic was deemed, in England, incompatible 
with the exerciſe of clerical functions. In Linacre 
himſelf, in the decline life, were united the me 
ſician and the prieſt. 13 


Linacre was, perhaps, the firſt Engliſh phy- 


ſician deſervedhy eminent as a ſcholar. His 


writings are acknowledged to give ample evi- 
dence of great claſſical taſte and purity. Thoſe 


on medical ſubjects are merely tranſlations from 


Galen. His original works, as well as thoſe of 
moſt of his cotemporaries, who contributed to 


_ diffuſe a love for literature in England, are "_ 


Philological. | \ 


1 


It was not in their time, however, that any conſi- 


derable advancement was made in this country to- 


yarn an ede ſtate of ee For hither- 
— to 


* Freind Hiſt. Med. Oper. Omn..4to. p. 294. 


1 5 1 


See ede ee sse Lint 
Newton appeared, to elucidate the beſt princi- 
ples of reaſoning, to diſcriminate and characterize 


the faculties of the human mind; and, through the 
medium of demonſtrative ſcience, to evince the 
wonderful extent of its comprehenſion and pow- 


ers. Nor had there yet exiſted a Harvey to trace 
and illuſtrate the primary ſource of animal life and 
increment; nor a Sydenham to recall to the phy- 


fician's view the great advantages of clinical 


obſervation; for which Hippocrates particularly 


merited that veneration, which has ever been aſſo- 
ciated with the remembrance of his name. 
| be; 


e 


ways have been explained upon principles totally 


conjectural, whilſt its ſtructure was ſo imperfectly 


underſtood: and the practice of phyſic could 
tion, whilſt phyſicians, relying on the dogmata of 
others, neglected to diſtinguiſh the phenomena of 

_ diſeaſes, and directed remedies without inveſti- 


_ gating their relative fitneſs in the cure. Such was 
the ſtate of phyſic in England when ber VIII. 


ſucceeded to his father 8 crown. 


The radios of plyſe Dr. Freind obſerved, 


was, at that time, moſtly engroſſed by illiterate 


two). 
* monks and empiricks, who in an infamous 
manner impoſed upon the publick*.” There 
muſt have been ſome phyſicians, however, at 
that period, who merited a better deſcription. 
For it was appointed by an act of the third of 
Henry VIII. that four doctors of phyſic ſhould be 
called by the Biſhop of London, or Dean of St. 
Paul's, at their examination of perſons practiſing 
as phyſicians in London, and its vicinity; and if 
they had been all empirics and illiterate monks, 
all impoſtors, not any could have Ms . to 
ſo ſerious a truſt. 


This at of the third of ee, VIIL was the 
firſt ever iſſued in England for regulating prac- 
titioners of phyſic f. It is entitled Anu act for the 
« appointing of phyſicians and ſurgeons ;”' and it ſeems 
to have ariſen from a thorough conviction of the 
barbarous {inte of our ſcience at that tim in 
this country. | 


The language of acts of parliament, and of 
letters patents, muſt itſelf invariably afford the 
Humilis enim eo tempore fuit Artis noſtræ conditio, 


{6 utpote ab illiteratis præcipue monachis, Empiriciſque trac- 
« tatæ, qui homines magna cum infamia decipiebant.” Freind 


 Hift, Med. Op. Omn. 4to, p. 338; eee 1 


9. 410. 
+ For the Stat. g K. H. v. mentioned by ir Wm. 8 : 


in his ud. le. Coll. of Pho. We. FOUR Sc 163. 
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moſt certain criterion of their intended urpoſe 
is particular act, there is no 
om which an opinion of its object 
bor extent can be deduced; and indeed no other is 
requiſite: for the motives for granting it are ſo 
clearly expreſſed, and its intended operation ſo 
unequivocally defined, that it is RATING! to mit 
ä * e, e ic 


408 idr as the des and cunning of 
1 phyſick and ſurgery (to the perfect knowledge 
« whereof be requiſite both great learning and 
« ripe experience) is daily within this realm ex- 
E erciſed by a great multitude of ignorant per- | 
* ſons, of whom the greater part have no man- 
« ner of inſight in the ſame, nor in any other 
_ « kind of learning: ſome alſo can no letters on 
e the book, ſo far forth, that common artificers, 
« as ſmiths, weavers, and women, boldly and ac- 
« cuſtomably take upon them great cures, and 
things of great difficulty, in the which they partly 
© uſe ſorcery and witchcraft, partly apply ſuch 
“ medicines unto the diſeaſe as be very noious, 
and, nothing meet therefore, to the high dif-. 
« pleaſure of Gy God, = infamy to the faculty, 1 
PE 6c hon F 
l ejuſdem inſpectis, ipſum Statutum ; et injuſtum eſt, niſi tot 


lege inſpeta, de una aliqua ejus particula judicare vel 
„ aa fans Bonham's Caſe. 
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my and the grievous hurt, damage, and deſtruction 
« of many of the king's liege people, moſt or 
e cially of them that cannot diſcern the uncun- 
“ning from the cunning : be it therefore (to the 
« ſurety and comfort of all manner people) by 
* the authority of this preſent parliament en- 
« ated, That no perſon within the city of Lon- 
* don, nor within ſeven miles of the ſame, take 
« upon him ta exerciſe and occupy as a phy- 
« ſician or ſurgeon, except he be firſt examined, 
« approved, and admitted by the Biſhop of Lon- 
don, or by the Dean of Paul's, for the time 
« being, calling to him or them four doctors of 
4 phyſick, and for ſurgery other expert perſons in 
te that faculty, and far the firf examination ſuck as 
« they ſhall think convenient, and afterward alway 
& four of them that have been ſo approved, upon the 
pain of forfeiture for every month that they doe 

© occupy as phyſicians or ſurgeons, not admitted 
« nor examined after the tenour of this act, ne 
Cx.” | | 


* Andover this, that no perſon out of the ſaid 
« city, and precin& of ſeven miles of the ſame, 
except he have been (as is aforeſaid) approved 
* in the ſame, take upon him to exerciſe and oc- 
« cupy as a phyſician or ſurgeon, in any dioceſs 
« within this realm, but if he be firſt examined 
9 and approved by the biſhop of the ſame dio- 


( ceſs, 


1 a 
yy ot, he being out of the dioceſs, by his 
_ ©  yicar-general : either of them calling to them 
E ſuch expert perſons in the ſaid faculties, as 
4 their diſcretion ſhall think convenient, and giv- 
©. ing their letters teſtimonials under their ſeal to 
« him that they ſhall fo approve, upon like pain 
to them that OR WOE a 
9 8 A N | | 


4 Provided alway, that this abt, n 
therein contained, be prejudicial to the Uni- 
« verſities of Oxford or Cambridge, or either 
* of them, or to any privileges granted to 
„them. Memorand. That ſurgeons be compriſ- 
.< ed in this act as phyſicians, for like miſchief 
« of ignorant Fwy ee to exerciſe ow 
< gery.” ; 


There is not any 8 „ 
the extremely wretched and deplorable ſtate of the 
practice of phyſic in England, in 1511, than 
the declaration of it in this act of parliament; 
there is not any thing, that can more poſitively 
confirm, than this act does, that the only object 
of the legiſlature was to reſtrain the practice of 
the raſh and the ignorant; that, for the ſurety 
« and comfort of all manner people,” the ſkilful 
only ſhould be APY . ne of 
Fm EC. 
That 


ia): 


That the legiſlature never intended to-diminih, i 


* this a& of parliament, the privileges, which 
were then uſually granted with a doctor's degree 
in phyſic at Oxford and Cambridge, is manifeſt 
by the concluding proviſo, partially excepting 

the graduates of thoſe univerſities from its opera- 
tion. Let us admit it to be an unqueſtionable 
fact, that the doctors of Oxford and Cambridge 


were already ſufficiently accompliſhed, ſufficiently 


ſkilled in all things pertaining to the profeſſion of 
phyſic, and that they were therefore exempted 
from the neceſſity of ſubſequent probation : ſtill 


does the act itſelf indiſputably ſhow, that all other 


phyſicians were to become, equally with them, 
entitled to public confidence, and as eligible to 


every profeſſional duty, when they had been 


examined, approved, and admitted by the Biſhop 
of London, or Dean of St. Paul's: nor was there 
any /tipma of implied inferiority annexed to 
ſuch an admiſſion : the admiſſion itſelf was an 


open avowal of competency, to the moſt ſerious 


and important truſt, that of judging of the fitneſs 
of others to be admitted to practiſe. For the 
 dodtors, to be called by the biſhop or dean at ex- 
aminations, were not ſpecified to be the doQtors 


of Oxford or Cambridge; but, for the firſt | 


| es ce ems fuch as the biſhop or dean ſhould 
think convenient, and der eee 
" them that had been ſo approv | 


Hitherto 


"+ 


This act of parliament was the 


5 * 4 „ 
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firſt ſtep towards the eſtabliſhment of phyſi, ar 
anne 25 


An ſoven year after «the mug 1 chi act, 
practiſing, at that period, in London and ſeven 
miles round, by a charter granted to them by 
Henry VII. in the tenth year of his reign: and 
after an attentive view and conſideration: of that 
charter, it appears to nie impoſſible to miſtake its 
great object and deſign; or 10 mi conceive what 
deſcription of phyſicians it actually compre- 
hended, or the nature of enen nn 

c to:thom.. | 


' Withreſpe&to kobjea, the wordeafthoohar 
ter are peculiarly explicit“. As we cone | 
be a duty eee eee in every 
_ < way, the happineſs of the people of our empire; 
and that this will be principalh elfeQtedif-we 
« ſeaſonably. oppoſe the exertions of the wicked; 
« e — ee eee, to 


See Appendix (A). 
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15 ig motives of perſonal avarice, than from - 
M any impulſe of a good conſcience. Therefore, 
« partly in imitation of the example of well re- 

“ gulated ſtates in Italy, and in other nations; 
partly diſpoſed from the ſolicitations of thoſe 
t ſedate and learned men, John Chambre, Thomas 
« Linacre, Ferdinand de Victoria, our phyſicians ; 
* Nicholas Halſewell, John Francis, and Robert 
« Yaxley, phyſicians ; and eſpecially of our moſt 
beloved chancellor of our kingdom of Eng- 
© land, &c. We will and command, that a per- 

“ petual college be inſtituted of 


“in our city of London, and the ſub 
« ſeven miles of the city, in every jos 
* whoſe care it will be (as we hope) as well out 
© of regard to their own honour, as to public 
4 utility, to diſcourage, by their own example 
« and authority, the ignorance and raſhneſs of 
< thoſe crafty people, whom we have alluded to, 
* and to puniſh them, both by our laws lately 
« made public, and by decrees to be eſta- 
* bliſhed by the college itſelf. That theſe ends 
« may be more readily accompliſhed, we concede to 
<« the aforeſaid John Chambre, Thomas Linacre, 
<« Ferdinand de Victoria, our phyſicians ; Nicho- 
“ las Halſewell, John Francis, and Robert Yax- 
< ley, e that they themſetves, and all men 
e 


D 


a1 


=, , fine ler of and in the afweſaf city be, 


e ee name, one dnp and perpetual 
ju pe. e ph g Fee e r 


Th cordimonalty or college, thus incorporated, 


was endowed with, “ the privile vilege of electing an- 


« nually in perpetuum, from among themſelves, one 


4 diſcreet and {killed in the faculty of medicine, 
« to be preſident of the ſaid college or common. 


1. alty; to ſuperviſe, regulate, and govern, for the 
year, the ſaid college or commonalty and all 
men of the ſame faculty and their affairs.” 


It was granted likewiſe, that the ſaid preſident 
and college, or commonalty, ſhould have perpe- 
c tual ſucceſſion, and a common ſeal to be always 
« uſed in the tranſaQtions of the ſaid preſident and 
c amona 3 and that they and their ſucceſ- 
<« ſors might be always entitled to acquire and 
« poſſeſs, in fee and perpetuity, land and tene- 
ments, rentals, and every other kind of poſſeſ- 
c ſion, it was conceded to them and their ſuc- 


« ceſſors, that they might, for themſelves and 


their ſucceſſors, acquire, as well in the city of 


London as elſewhere, lands and any kind of 


* tenements, not exceeding the annual value of 


twelve pounds, notwithſtanding the ſtatute of 


„ mortmain: that they might ſue and be ſued 


Gh 
C J 
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1 the name of the preſident of the college or common- - 
% alty of the faculty of phyſic in London: that the pre» 
e ſident and college; or commonalty, and their 
« ſucceſſors might, with impunity and free from 
« every kind of moleſtation, as often and when- 
« ever it might be neceſſary, hold lawful aſſem- 
e blies among themſelves, and make ſtatutes and 
rules for the wholeſome government, ſuperviſing 
c and correction of the ſaid college or common- 
“ alty, and of all men exerciſing the ſame faculty 
2M menen ſeven miles round 
6 the ſame. . | 


ſors, © that 10 one ſhould exerciſe the ſaid facul- 
« ty in the ſaid city or ſeven miles round it, un- 
4 leſs admitted to this privilege by the ſaid pre- 
« fident and commonalty, or their ſucceſſors for 
the time being, by letters of the preſident and 
* college given under their common ſeal; upon 
* pain of forfeiture of five pounds for every 
= CC 
* unadmitted. 


It was further conceded: to the preſident and 
college of the ſaid COMMONAITY, for the time be- 
ing, and to their ſucceſſors: Carer Steer 
cc ſhould ele& _— 225 who ſhould have 
* the 


RB 
« city, and of all other phyſicians whatſoever 
« not of'th& city, who ſhould practiſe, or in any 
mater exerciſe the faculty of phyſic within the 
e city and ſuburbs, or within ſeven miles round 
the city: and the power of puniſhing the ſaid 
* phyſicians for their delinquencies in unſkilfully 
« purſuing, uſing, and exerciſing that faculty: 
< likewiſe the ſuperintendence and examination 
4 of all forts. of medicines, and of the preſcrip- 
tions for them of the faid phyſicians, and of 
ce every ſuch phyſician, for the purpoſe of adminiſ- 
* tering, applying, and uſing them, to cure and 
heal the diſeaſes of the king's liege ſubjeQs.” 
That ſuperintendence and examination. was-al- 
lowed © as often, and whenever it might be neceſ- 
« ſary for ile public advantage and benefit : ſo that 
the puniſhment of phyſicians of this ſort exer- 
« ciſing the faculty of phyſic, and that of  delin- 

-< quents in what has been premiſed, be executed 
by fines, amerciaments, and perſonal impriſon- 
ment, and in other reaſonable and conſiſtent 


© ways. 


n and every 1 the 
2 college, their ſucceſſors and every one of them 
« prabtiſing phyſic in any way for the future, in 
« London and its ſuburbs, or any where elſe, 


6 were to be . for the time to come, 
VVV 


t 1 


. anmitivtion--t any alliged, 6t)-td 


«© ſerve upon any juries, Roe . 
5 NE e 


Thite wos ndlly/4 provid; « that neither the 
« charter, nor any thing contained in it, ſhould 


« operate to the en do 
ern. + 


PC ee ear" 
four years afterwards, (in 1522 or 1523) was con- 
firmed in eyery particular, and additional grants 
were conceded to the eſtabliſhed college, by the 
ſtatute of the fourteenth and fifteenth of Henry 
VIII. . 


fals in London.” 


This ſtatute, as well as the charter, was obtained 


by the application of the fix phyſicians named in 


the charter and of all other men of the ſame faculty 
within the city of London and ſeven miles roundꝰ; 


and it ſtates to the crown: Forſomoch that 


« 1 ing of the ſaid corporation is meritori- 
* ous and very good for the common-wealth of 
« this your realme, it is therefore expedient and 
* neceſlarie to provide, that noe perſon of the ſaid 
“ polityke docy and oomonaltie aforeſaid bee 

© ſuffered 


* d ĩ the frees of priens 
which were entered upon the Parliament Rolls with the king's 


anſwer thereunto ſubjoined. Blackfone's Comment. v. i. p. 182. 


iy # 5} ” We 

b ©) ſuffered to exerciſe and practyſe phyſjk, bt 
* aid ee den be ene it; uot 

/ hope" e e 


- 


— © 8 whereof, and Gn the far- 
„ ther authoriſeing of the ſame letters patents, 
. and alſoe enlargeing of further articles for 
the ſaid comon-wealth to be had and made; 
2 it your highnes, with the aſſent of 
« your lords ſpiritual and temporal and the com- 


ons, in this preſent parliament aſſembled, to 


& enadt, ordeyne, and eſtabliſh, that the ſaid cor- 
« poration of the ſaid comonaltie and fellowſhipp 
of the facultie of phyſyke aforeſaid and all and 

“ every graunt, articles, and other thing conteyned 
and ſpecified in the ſaid letters patents, bee ap- 
proved, granted, ratified, and confirmed in this 
<«« preſent parliament, and cleerely authoriſed and 
* admitted by the ſame, good, lawfull, and avayle- 
4 able to your ſaid bodie corporate, and their ſuc- 
“ ceſſors for ever, in as ample and large manner 
« as may be taken, thought, and conſtrued by 


' © the ſame: and that it pleaſe your highnes, 


with the aſſent of your ſaid lords ſpiritual and 
> temporall and the commons, in this your pre- 
4 ſent parliament: aſſembled, furtherlie to enact, 
_ © ordeyne, and ſtabliſhe, that the fixe perſons before- 
* ſaid in your ſaid moſt gracious letters patents 
4» * | | 5 5 « named 


* 22 1 | „ 1 
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% comonaltie and fellowſhipp, choſyng to them 
„ woo moo of the ſaid comonaltie, from henſ- 
“forward be called and clepyd ele&ys: and that 
ce the ſame electys, yearly, choſe one of them to 
bee preſident of the ſaid comonalty, and as 
oft as any of the rowmes and places of the 
<« ſame electys ſhall fortune to be voyd, by death 
c or otherwiſe, then the ſurvivours of the ſaid 
« eleftys, within thirtie or fortie dayes next after 
ce the death of them, or any of them, ſhall choſe, 
« name, and admitt one or moo, as need ſhall re- 
« quire, of the moſt cunyng and expert men, of 
e and in the ſaid facultie in London, to ſupply the 
4 ſaid roome and number of eight perſons; ſo 
* that hee or they, that ſhall be ſo choſen, bee firſt 
« by the ſaid ſuperviſors ſtraytly examined after: a 
forme deviſed by the ſaid electys, and alſo by 1 
1 ſame ſuperviſors approved. : n 


« And where that in dyoceſys of England, out 
“of London, it is not light to fynde alway men 
« hable to ſufficiauntly examyne after the ſtatute 
« ſuch as ſhall be admitted to exerciſe phyſyke in 
« them, that it may be enacted in this preſent, par- 
* liament, that noo perſon from hensforth be ſuf. 
« fered to exercyſe or prattyſe in phyſyke through 

England, untill ſuch time that he bee examined = i 
« at n by the ſaid 3 and — of 5 


| . 23 5 : 
1 "the fail lech; and to * from the ſaid : 
p preſident or electys letters teſtimonials of theire 
*©:approveing and examination, except he be a 
"| 8 « graduait of Oxford or 6 utebr „which hath ac- 
f 5 — without 


any grace.“ 


„ l cublequent ſtatute are 
1 the fundamental ſources of all the privileges and 
| authority of the college of phyſicians in London. 
The language of both is ſo perſpicuous and deter- 

minate, that it cannot be miſunderſtood : nor can 

two opinions be formed, either of what were the 

1 motives for eſtabliſhing the college originally; or 
4 olf the deſcription of perſons who were intended 
to conſtitute the college or commonalty; or of the 

nature of their appointed government; or of 

6 the extent of the power conceded. to them of 
L Y making ſtatutes or by- laws; or of the exemptions 

F 1 ne accommodated. 


2 


4 Much miſchief had ariſen inthe kingdom, from 
the ignorance, temerity, and avarice of a multi- | 
| tude of daring pretenders to medical ſcience ; 
FE and the ſole object of the crown and parliament 
was to correct that miſchief for the general good 
of the-peoplt; They conceived: the beſt: way to 
. accompliſh that object was to incorporate thoſe 
} | ae © >" 


abilities, 


1241 


abilities, the homies duefi & graves, and to inveſt 


them with the power of judging of the compe- 


tency and fitneſs of others; that the incompetent 


might be reſtrained from praRtiſing, or puniſhed 
for their delinquencies ;' and that the privilege of 


3 demneeen, 


a ſkill, 


The act of the third of Heary VIIL ofa 


* pbinting of phyſicians and ſurgeons,” was, in effgg 
as far as pertained to phyſicians, repealed by the 
charter : and therefore the privilege exerciſed, in 
right of that act, by we Biſhop'cf-Litadel-wnd 
Dean of St. Paul's of examining and licenſing 
phyſicians to practiſe in London and its vicinity 
was, by the charter, veſted ſolely in the College of 


Phyſicians. By the ſubſequent ſtatute of the 


fourteenth and fifteenth of Henry VIII. the like 
privilege of licenſing phyſicians, in the dioceſes of 


England out of London, was transferred from 


the provincial biſhops and their vicars general, 
to the preſident and three of the elects of the 


college of London. The provineial biſhops, 
however, continued freely to grant licenſes, not- 


withſtanding this ſtatute, for more than one hun- 


dred and fifty years afterwards. But, in 1687-8, 


a circular letter was ſent from'the college to every 
biſhop, in his reſpettive dioceſe, to remind him, 
1 by a ſtatute made the fourteenth and 


« fifteenth 


* 


"4: 1 9 
+ fiſteenth-of Hen, Vill. chap. v.. the power of 
4 examining ſuch perſons as take upon them to 
4 pradtiſe phyſick, which was given by the ſtatute 
© of the third of Henry VIII. chap. ii. to the 
4 biſhops in their reſpective dioceſſes, or in caſe 
4 of their abſence, to their vicars general, is tranſ- 
4 ferred to the preſident and three of the elects, 
e of the College of Phyſicians; who are to ex- 
amine the ſaid perſons at London, and to give 
& them letters teſtimonial of their approving and 
« examination of them, before they could be 
* licenſed by the biſhopps, or their vicars gene- 
60 ee the ne W IP | 
nee the paramount e nod govern- 
ment of the College of Phyſicians of London, 
eſtabliſhed through England in 1522. It is pro- 
bable, that the annual election of four cenſors, 
enated by the charter, was derived from the 
_ uſage that had been ordained, by the prior act of 
parliament, of calling four approved phyſicians to 
ver eee ere GTO Paul's, 
at their examinations. 1 6 10 


5 In the four cenſors was repoſed, as EN 
N detail of the charter, the truſt © of ſuper- 


« viſing, examining, correQting, and goyerning © 


6 all the ins > toy ed ern all other 
M, en whatſoever not of the ſaid city, who 
oo ſhould 


» 


16 | 


4 or within ſeven miles round the city; and the 


power of puniſhing the ſaid phyſicians for their 


and exerciſing that faculty.” But the preſident 

was veſted with authority © to ſuperviſe, regulate, 
and govern the college, or commonalty, and all 
"7 men of the ſame faculty and their affairs. 


The preſident and eee, 


being, therefore, are the only perſons of the col- 


lege, who are legally inveſted with powers of ma- 
giſtracy: they are the only legal agents in the 


government of the general affairs of the faculty 


of phyſic in England: for they only are 3 
as agents for directing the means and accompl 
ing the end, for which — 
founded. But that end is as ſpecifically 

in the charter, as the appointment of ſuch agents 
is explicitly deſcribed; and, therefore, it cannot be 
capriciouſly changed nor varied: and the means 
by which it was to be 8 are us obviouſly 


expreſſed. 


dent, than that the ſole end of the eſtabliſh- 


ment of a medical college, by charter, was to. 


ſuppreſs empiriciſm and the practice of thoſe, 


bar” 


„„ 5 
de were 1 to the telt nn 


P The preſcribed 


means are compatible with ſuch an intention 


alone; for, as deciſively as words can decide in- 


tenti 1, the charter, after declaring its object, 


dictates as the firſt mean to accompliſh it, the 
medicaſters, who purſue the profeſſion of phyſic, 
#0 the great injury of the illiterate and credulous 


multitude, more from the motive of avarice, 
than from the conſcientious deſign of doing 


Io puniſh ſuch people for their delinquencies, 
in unſkilfully practiſing phyſic, there were certain 
exiſting laws of the land to be enforced, to 
co-operate with the ſtatutes, or by-laws, to be 
framed by the college themſelves, peculiarly 


for that purpoſe and to compel practition- 
ers, within their juriſdiction, to appear before 


the preſident and cenſors for legal admiſſion. 


But, in ftrift conſiſtency with its. general view, 
in order to prevent any arbitrary and undue 


exerciſe of power in the members of the col- 


lege, the charter qualifies the very privilege it 
grants to the college of making by-laws, by an 


expreſſion of reſtraint as to their object and end; 
pro ſalubri gubernatione, &c. That is, for the wol- 


fone 


[ 8 J 


| ſome government, ſuperviſing, and correction * 2 b 
the ſaid college or commonalty, and of all men 
e e e in nn 


| ita AIR 
ſellors, by the college, reſpecting the neceſſity 
there might be to obtain thè lord chancellor's ap- 
| probation and confirmation of the ſtatutes, or by- 
laws of the college, according to the ſtatute of ' 

the nineteenth of Henry VII.; and Mr. Blacker- 

by's opinion was, © that he conceived there was 
not any, for that the power the college hath to 
* make by-laws, is given them by aft of parliament; 
« and if the by-laws themſelves be made with - 
ce reaſonable penalties, and not againſt law, they are 
« good in themſelves, and need no confirmation.“ 


How far the magiſterial conduct of the college 
has correſponded with theſe fundamental princi- 
ples of the exiſtence of their authority can only 
be aſcertained, by conſidering the nature and ex- 
tent of the power, which has been, from time to 
time, delegated by the college to their magiſtri & 
gubernatores, their preſident and cenſors : and by 
inveſtigating their by-laws, it may be readily dif- 
covered, whether, as private legiſlators, they have 
exceeded the limits of royal and- parliamentary 


1 


publiſhed in 1722. There were ſome alteratior 


of the printed ſtatutes of 1765 propoſed by a com- 


ittee of the college, and printed without a date: 


( but, by the tenour of ſome of them, they appear to 


printed about 1768 f. Both thoſe of 


1693 and of 1765 pertain to the choice and duty 


of officers, and to the regulation and government of 
college and its affairs. They are profeſſed to 


have been made by virtue of the right conceded 
to the college by the charter of king Henry VIII. 
een by the n i a; 2-46 


As the latter copy of theſe college ſtatutes are 


of u dans nearly two centuries und u half fable 


quent to the foundation of the college, it is but 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe that they might be, and 


that conſiſtently with the letter and ſpirit of the 
charter, very conſiderably different, in ſome re- 


ſpects, from the ſtatutes that were found neceſſary 


at an early period of the inſtitution : for the cir- 


cumſtances of phyſic have altered very materially 


fince the college was firſt eſtabliſhed. The ſame 
obſervation will, in ſome degree, apply to the 


ſtatutes ben. But if it appear, 
from 


* Theſe had, probably, been publitved before in 1653 and & 


1663. (See Mr. Gough's Brit. Topog. v. 1. p. 650.) 
| + See Note, p. viii. of Prefatory Addreſs. 


| | /The gy futts of the cllg that have, 
5 ee were publiſhed in 1693*, and 
in 1764, except the /fatuta moralia, which were 


1 
from inveſtigating their ſtatutes, that the college _ 
e London, in proportion as the ſcience of. phyſic 
has been more generally cultivated and better 

underſtood, have uniformly contributed to damp 
the ardour for medical improvement in Eng- 
land, by gradual encroachments upon the only 
legal road to profeſſional honours, the moſt direct 
to profeſſional reward, they may be fairly ſuſpected 
of having loſt ſight of the ſpirit of their charter, 
at leaſt: and not any one can doubt but they 
have acted in diametrical oppoſition to its /etter 
alſo, if it can be proyed, from thoſe very ſtatutes, 
that they have as gradually perverted the inten- 
tion of their charter, by an arbitrary impoſition 
of undue reſtraint upon many, whom that was 
granted to protect and encourage; and by a ſu- 
pine and negligent toleration of others, whom 


nnn — — 5 
| — 


_ The earlieſt ſtatutes that I have hon he: to 
procure, in manuſcript, are ſome few, ſaid to have 
been made in July 1607. I have read likewiſe, 
in manuſcript, Statuta Collegit Medicorum Londinen- 

ſum, dated 1647; and ſome few others, called 

fatuta nova, ſaid to have been made in 1647 
| likewiſe, and confirmed in 1687. Theſe are 
the ſtatutes that were publiſhed in 1693. I have 
read another copy, in manuſcript, ſaid to have 
been enacted in 2 88 ; nd another of the "te 
of 1752. | ” 
; The 


c. are Ne 3 3 In Hts b eee 
of 1765, the office of ad PPh is 
a ot dee fams words... | 


\ The office of the „ « 40 uppeint 
« the comitia, or meetings, according to the 
« ſtatutes for that purpoſe ; to declare the buſi- 
“ neſs of the meetings; to take the opinions 
of every one- preſent, and to decide by the 
majority: to exclude parties and factions: to 
c chooſe with the reſt, whoſe buſineſs it is, the 
« elects, the council, and the cenſors of letters, of 
* morals, and of medicines. In chooſing mem- 
“ bers, he was firſt of all to receive the ſuffrages 
* of others, and then to give his own, and to de- 
* cide by the majority: he was to ſettle diffe- 
« rences among the members; but with the com- 
% mon advice and approbation of the elects and 
4 cenſors, ſeparately declared, in the way expreſ- 
<« ſed, in capite de concitiariis : he was to take care 
ce that the common ſeal was ſafely depoſited and 
« preſerved: to ſign all the decrees to which the 
e reſt of the members, according to their duty, 
< and the ſtatutes, had n,. If any books 


ff were | 


* See Appendix, B. 


es 32 1 a 
care that — needs We 
and, at the end of his year of preſidency, to ac- 
count for them to the new preſident, pointing 
« them out nominally by an index. He was to 
& ſee that all rentals, or annual returns from the 
college eſtates, all gifts to the college, or 
other acceſſions, were preſerved in the common 
« cheſt, of which he was to poſſeſs one key, and 
& each of the council another “. He was to de- 
mand from the treaſurer, and from the other of- 
« ficers, an account of receipts and diſburſements 
« for the year, in the preſence of the reſt of the 
ws elefts at that time in town; all of whom were to 
« be ſummoned to be preſent at adjuſting the ac- 
„ counts, if convenient to them. He was eſpe- 
e cially to ſee that the ſtatutes were diligently 
* obſerved, and that they werezread in the col- 
_ « lege in the way preſcribed in the ſtatute for 
« that purpoſe, either by himſelf, by the * 
ce or by ſome other perſon: * : 


There is no very eſſential difference i in this Ws 
tail of the office of the preſident, and that which 
is publiſhed in the ſtatute#of 1765. But in the 
language of the latter, however, the diſtinction 

pp ne pains of 
„In the copy of 1736—1752, and in the printed copy of 


1765, keys were allowed to the preſident, treaſurer, regiſter, 
SR 


for inſtead of the prallen having chooſe with 


wid cats; * 20 0 re 
« eledts, the cenſors, the officers, and the college, 
« ee e eee eee eee e 


« praiſe *.”. 288 


. eee eee e 
by the ſtatute publiſhed in the copy of 1765 f, 


« To pledge himſelf, that he will, to the utmoſt | 


of his power, endeavour that the honour of the 
« college ſhall be maintained; that its ſtatutes 
* ſhall be obſerved without fraud; and that he 
« will aft in all things for the public good, and for 


25 dhe fair advantage of the college.” 


This deferinting: of che preſident's office is the 
Juſt deſcription of his delegated power. If, there-. 
fore, the decrees eſtabliſhed by the college prior 
to his appointment, and. thoſe aſſented to by the 
reſt of the members, during his prefidentſhip, and 
which he ſigns, and pledges himſelf to ſee ob- 
ſerved, be not contrary to the purpoſes of the 


* Eleftos, cenſores, officiarios, & collegas, nec non ad medi- 
cine facultatem exercendam per collegium admittendes cum 
o 1 Ry ug! 
" + bee Appendix, B. FR. 
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* 


„ both in learning and 


© ae I 


Ae is there no poſition in na 
How? of his office; that can be cavilled witli as 


unwiſe, 1 cis" COR Sony. = Hayy eff 
3 Wa r 
* ; 


3 nde ee 


nabe prior üb chalewf f 765, was, * to obtain a 
knowledge of all practitioners of medicine in 


* London and ſeven miles round, whether na- 


« tives or foreigners: to examine, correct, and 
« govern them; and if neceſſary, together with 
« the preſident and treaſurer, to proſecute them 


ee at lawy: to inquire into their methods of cure, 


« and ſtrictly to inveſtigate” their medicines: to 
examine the ſhops of apothecaries to judge of 


their drugs and to deſtroy thoſe, that they might 


« find unfit for uſe. They were 10 ſwear, before 
the preſident, that they would not adjudge any 


* one to be admiſſible into the college, whom, 


all partiali ee Or e ug r = 


« would not from reward, eng or aber 
* * approve any was or any medicine,” | 3 


The piinted fiatite'ef 1765; although in diffe- 
rent words, is to the ſame effect. By that“, © be- 
< ſides the ſuperviſing, examination, correction, 
and government, of all the phyſicians of the 
eig of kee e beſides the other du- 


ties 


* bed Appendia, . 


„ee de ede cenſpm is, bo ad 


Gen py our 3 may think proper, all thoſe, 
| 4 WhO practiſe phyſic i in London 

| i, miles. pound, unadmitted 40 th; EW 
4 their are ben, and, together with de. 
e les f there ſhould be cecaßeng likewiſe to 
© examine thoſe, tulo deſre to be admitted into 
« the order of candidates, or among the number 
« . ee 3 


« « faithfully,” 


-» Thaing appears 3 1 this 
delegation. to the cenſors, any more than, in that 
to the preſident. But if the deſcribed. office and 
powers of the preſident and cenſors, who are the 

only agents of the collage legally, appointed, be 
RriQtly.; in conformity” with o the declared; views of 


| to the ſpirit and letter of that charter, then muſt 
they, undoubtedly, have —__—_— in the ſtatutes 


ROO 


* * 


E SF; 

The moſt material abuſe in the government of 
the College of Phyſicians, the moſt unjuſtifiable in 
Itſelf, and the moſt detrimental to ſociety, is the 
monopoly of that government by the graduates 


of Oxford and Cambridge. By this, there have 
been many phyſicians excluded from a participa- 
tion in direfting the medical affairs of England, 
who have been as well qualified for it as any 
other men whatſoever, ſince they have been 
as accompliſhed in every branch of education, 
which is connected either with medical learn 
ing, or with general ſcience: many who have 
been willing to ſubje& themſelves to the proof 
of this, by ſubmitting to any teſt of abilities, ac- 
quirements, or morals, that is ever given at the 
College of Phyſicians, by the graduates of Ox- 
ford and Cambridge; who, without limitation, 
are admitted into the order of candidates, as a 
eam en ers. aa ae 


„Ini eren is ay and it has operated 
in a great degree to retard the progreſs of medical 
improvement, as it has manifeſtly contributed to 
the toleration and advancement of a barbarous 
and miſchievous ſpirit of empiriciſm. _ 5 


It hes been ſuggeſted; indeed, that not any other, 
than the fix phyſicians named as applicants for 
as Tra Sol In 

. 


| 8 1 37 1 | | 
2 1567, a rale was moved for in the court of King's 
Bench, to compel the four cenſors to ſhow by 
| what authority they ated as cenſors of the Col- 
lege of Phyſicians, as they had not been elected by 
the whole body, but by a ſele& body only.—In 
giving his opinion upon this application, Mr. 
| Juſtice Yates obſerved, I am far from think- 
' 4 ing, that all the men of and in London, then 
« practiſing phyſio, were incorporated by the 
t charter. The immediate grantees under the 
charter were the fix perſons. particularly 
© named in it : the reſt were to be admitted 
« by them. They were not ipſo fatto made 
. members. They were firſt to give their conſent, 
before they became members: they could not 
be incorporated without their conſent. Much 
* leſs are future practiſers of phyſic, of and in 
«& London, A ee by this char- 
. br : | NT 


This colin of Mr. Juſtice Yates, does not, 
however, militate againſt the eligibility of every 
approved phyſician to be admitted into the cor- 
poration; but merely aſſerts the law to be againſt 
_ compelling any man to ſubject himſelf to the du- 
ties of a corporation, which are often expenſive, 
troubleſome and inconyenient: for he goes on to 
ſtate, © If the inhabitants of a town are incorpo- ' | 
6 raterl, yot- every one muſt be admitted before 
"> 
| Bex v. Dr. Aſkew, & al'. Bur. e 
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| 4 he becomes Fepesster 1 . 
« oblige u man to be a corporator without his 15 
e conſent ; he' ſhall' not be ſubjected to the incon- 
© veniences of it, hn as fuk), cn 5 
Wente l 


By parity an e ads ti 
of all the qualifications required by a charter 
be eligible to become a corporator, he cannot, 

| 1Ieegally, be denied the right, if he will aſſent to 
die conditions and ſubject himſelf to the in- 
conveniences: and what man would refuſe this, 

ma corporation where every poſſible inconve- 
niency is accompanied and mens 1909 by: a ten 
fold * | 


he College of Phyſicians was incorporated to | 
promote the general good of mankind, by giving 
deciſive advantages and profeſſional authority, to 
meritorious practitioners. Admiſſion into it was 
the characteriſtic type of diſtinction between 
the phyſician. and the empitic ; the criterion by 
which the public were to judge of the fitteſt ob- 
jeQs of their confidence; and of the beſt ſource 
of ſafety and relief under the oppreſſion of diſ- 
eaſe. Several of the offices of the corporation are _ 
not lefs honourable than lucrative. 'They are ſuch T 
as are looked forward to with ſolicitude, rather | 
5 than with apprehenſion of inconvenieneß. 


With 
» Rex v. Dr. Ales, & al Bur. Rep p 2200. | 
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„Wich Gdeference to..the ee Me, Juſtice | 
Yates, it may be obſerved, that ſeven. years had 
nnter ns ee er of the act, which en. 
ſiorced tlie probationary. tion before the 
Biſhop of London, or or Dean of st. Faul's, and four _ 
15 2 Tee ga Bs e the charter 

of incor ation, -, It is ſurely no unreaſonable | 3 
1 Pans wg therefore, that there had been more | 
than the ſix, phyſicians particularly named in the 
charter, as the. immediate grantees under it, ad- 
mitted. to legitimate, praftice, during thoſe ſeren 
years, by the biſhop, and dean: and if in reali x 
- there had been, as by. the aft itſelf they were le- | | | 
gally qualified for examining, others, it would be 7 
unwarrantable to conſider them ineligible to be 1 
incorporated, for that e, hen the chan 
ter was granted. STE £199 301. Wt 
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Had Mr, Juſtice Yates ſullciently. onſidered. 
1 this circumſtance, had he paid attention wate - 
words of the charter itſelf, I am perſuaded that 1 
he would not have hazarded ſo ſolitary an opi- 1 
nion; an opinion ſo incompatible with fair and . © 
ſound deduQtion, as that of there having been 54 
| 8 but fix original members s of the TOE? of ** „„ 
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ub, de E& in tivitate predict fint in re & ,. 


* num W & cummunitas per petua frve collegium 
« Perpetuum. What then are we to underſtand 
by the words © omnefque homines ejuſdem facut- 
4 zatis ?” Conſiſtently with the af for the ap- 
pointing of phyſicians and furgeons, it is impoſlible to 
conclude otherwiſe, than' that every one muſt have 
been confidered efu/dem facultatis, who had been 
examined, approved, and admitted, as a phyſician 
by the Biſhop of London, or Dean of St. Paul's. 
All ſuch and all the graduates of Oxford and 
Cambridge, at that time practiſing phyſic in Lon- 
don and ſeven miles round, who, by the proviſo- 
mn that act, were implied to be already competent, 
without further examination, muſt have been 
ipſo facto incorporated with the ſix nominated ap- 
plicants for the charter ; or the words omneſque 
homines, &c. ſtrong and expreſſive as they are, 
could have had no meaning, and therefore muſt 

have been equally abſurd and fuperfluous. But 
it is not credible that words capable of ſo im- 
portant a conſtruction would have been made 
uſe of, in any charter, without a n to re- 
lative objects. ft. 


In grants of this kind,” (ſaid Mr. Juſtice 
Aſton ſpeaking of this charter in 1768) © the con- 
* ſtruction ought to be made in a /ibera/ manner; | 
* and this grant includes omnes homines cjuſdem fa- 
6c ae 


2 
7 5 


tx 41 1 
«entath © mes pu. The realon- 
bleneſs of this is a confirmation of its 


truth. If it be true, then, in liberal conſtruction, 
muſt all men eee eee fark 
tati, who had been examined, approved, and ad- 
mitted, as homines ſatis dotti & graves, for the full 
exerciſe of the medical function as Phyſicians, 
whether their teſtimonials had been given under 
the hand of the Biſhop of London, or Dean of St. 
Paul's, or under the ſeal of the Univerſity of Ox- , 
ford or Cambridge; and all thoſe muſt, certainly, be 
allowed to have been ejuſdem facultatis, who were 
admitted by the college, from the time the charter 
was granted to the period of application for con- 
firming it, by the ſtatute of the fourteenth and fif- 
teenth of Henry VIII. | 


But the appliance for that ſtatute are declared 
to have been the fix. phyſicians, who petitioned 
for the charter, and all other men of the ſame fa- 
culty within the city of London and ſeven miles 
round. It is manifeſt, therefore, that to confine 
the right of admiſſion, to the graduates of Oxford 

and Cambridge alone, is an abuſe of the autho- 
rity granted to the College of Phyſicians by their 
charter and the ſubſequent ftatute. For fo- 

12 merely. as ton _—_— 
e 
» eue, Aſkew, & al. Bur Rep. wel. iv. 5. 2201. 


„ 
were not ineligible to be of the faculty inn 
within London and its ſuburbs, and conſequently: 
they could not have been denied, upon that. prin- 
ciple, a legitimate right of admiſſion into the col - 
lege, as members of che commonalty at the time 
the charter was enacted. The law never ſup- 
poſes a diſtinction not expreſſed: and there is 
not any evidence in the charter of any intended 
were to be admitted into the college as mem- 
bers of it, on account of any diverſity in the 
ſchools where they ſtudied, or in the univerſities 
where they graduated. The inſtances of Doctors 
Chambre, Linacre, and de Victoria, who were 
all foreign graduates, are, certainly, inſuper- 
able proofs that no ſuch excluſive deference, as 
could lead to a monopoly of power in the Col- 
lege of Phyſicians, was ever intended to be paid 
by the king and parliament, to the- 3 of 
Oxford and Cambridge. | 5 


It was a poſition IO thocoun, bs 5 
eaſe of Dr. Weſt, the fourth of George L that, 
« As to the teſtimonials- granted by the univerſi- 
ties, upon a perſon taking the doctor's degree, 

« theſe teſtimonials might have the nature of a 
recommendation; they might give a man a fair 
reputation, but conferred no right: and conſe- 


* quently all thoſe ſtatutes, which have confirmed 
— the 


8 t 4s 1 
\ ls privileges! of the univerſities, e 
« vive or conſirm nothing but the” 


te that this een eee | od 108 grade 


« ates ., 


There is not ae eee eee | 


ference diſcernible in the original charter of the 
college. There is not any proviſo in it, as-there 


was in the prior act, . For tie appointing of phy- 


1 ſicians and ſurgeons,” in favour of the univerſities 


of Oxford and Cambridge. The juriſdiQion' of 


the college is determined by it to extend. 
throughout the city of London and ſeyen miles 
round: and the graduates of the Univerſities of 
Oxford and Cambridge, coming to practiſe within 
theſe limits, were to be, as were all other phy- 


ſicians, ſubheet to the controul of the \collegs 97 


n | 


The exception n the gratis of | 
ny has univerſities, which concludes” the ſubſe- 


quent ſtatute of 1522 (the fourteenth and fifteenth 
of Henry VIII.) renders it manifeſt, that it was 
never intended to exempt them from thejuriſdic- 
tion of the college, whenever they ſhould-come 


l to praftiſe in London; or within ſeven miles of 


it: nor to grant them, partially, any other privi- 


W to e 5 _ © mee be- 
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* 1 


1 the hd peer f the ee Wizz.” 
beth, 1602, Sir John Popham, then Lord Chief 


Juſtice of England, gave it. as his opinion, That 
10 man, though never ſo learned a phyſician or 


« doQtour, may practiſe in London, or within ſeven 


miles, without the college licence. Indeed, ten 


years antecedent to this, a recommendatory let- 


practiſing in London without licence, in favour of 


Dr. Butler, then profeſſor of phyſic in the Uni- 


verſity of Cambridge, whenever he might go 
thither on private buſineſs, or was ſent for by any 
patient ; and the privilege was granted him by 


| the college, conditionally, that he would ſubmit 


to the cuſtamary examinations of the college, and 
pay the uſual fees, nnen 
900-0 eee 


| Ger; rate EG 
cellor and judges aſſembled, - “ To examine, 
*-view, nll contliive af the eee HUE 
* laws, made for the government of the College 
aim nen een, 
Ih of 


+ Goodall's « Royal Coll. of PhyL. &C. p. 345: 
3 Ibid. p. 335, 25 | 


3 « ſeal; could _ .ondon, or | 8 
miles compaſs of the ſame : und that by the 


« exception in the ſtatute of the f 


« Henry VIII. thoſe graduates may practi 


e othicr-places-of Eigland,” out of Lenden n 


„ ſeven miles of the ſame, zwithout examination, but 


not in London, nor within the ſaid circuit of 


, ſevenmiles*.” Sir Francis Pemberton in 1680, 


and in 1682, Mr. Saunders, Mr. Pollixfen, and Mr. 
Holt, gave a ſimilar opinion. Its validity indeed 


had been fully eſtabliſhed by the deciſion in Dr. 


Bonham's caſe, tried before Lord Chief Juſtice 
Coke, &c. the ſeventh of, James I. The judges on 


that occaſion ſaid, « The ſtatute of the third of 


« Henry VIII. chap. 2. which, in effect, is repealed - 
by this att of the fourteenth of Henry VIII. hath 


bridge and Oxford, which being here left out, 


« act, that they did intend to include them within 
* the general prohibition, Nemo in dio _civitate, 
* Sc.; and that the clauſe, where that in the 
< dioceſes of England, out of London, c. ac- 
22 to the words, _— —— to 
a e 
een Rl Cl aher 277. 
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* 41 — r wales 
«Nemo in dlicta tivitate, e. Their opinion 
was, that . nemo excludeth all, and therefore a 
doctor of the one univerſity or the. other, is 
prohibited within this negative word nemo * ” 
That 2 that 10 ane ſhould 
— aculty fa ee 
r | 
for the time being, by letters of the —— 
college, given under their common ſeal. Similar 
the thirteenth of William III. 2 * —_ 
nn * g e ens = ET: 2 


There is/ not any 1 ee one 


— 


Ka gay prope rr —ad 3" 


in the charter, or in the ſubſequent: ſtatute of 
_the- fourteenth and fifteenth of Henry VIII. 
and it is that, which is referred to in the clauſe 


above ſtated ; namely, by letters of the pre- 
ident and college, given under th 


7 


a} common 


ſeal. © Admiſſion to practiſe in I „ and 
ſeven miles round, was in fact intended to be an 
admiſſion into the commonalty of the college. 


* Lond dete Reports; in fol. 5. $86. Bro. pt. v. p. 116. 
-+ Lord Raymond's Rep. v. i. p. 472. 
1 Lucas's Rep. 10th vol. Mod. Rep. 353. 1 5 
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partially admitting others, who are not graduates 
of thoſe univerſities, which, under the idea of 
| eſpecial grace, is occaſonally adopted, deciſively ille- 
gal. But as the peculiar exemption conceded, 
to the graduates of Oxford and Cambridge, by 
the aCt of the fourteenth and fifteenth of Henry 
VIII. is ſpecified in the cleareſt, the moſt expreſs 
terms, ſo is there no difficulty in marking its 


limitation, nor in diſcovering that admiſſion was 


originally intended to be free to all phyſicians, 
whereſoever they had graduated, who poſſeſſed 
the rights of Britiſh ſubjects, and could o_ : 
F | 


The edle of England, pantene « he 
time when the College of Phyſicians was 
Uliſhed, were, and ever have been, very inferior 
to many other univerſities, in the opportunities 
they have afforded for medical improvement *. 
EE ag: OY io 
The ſtatutes of Oxford Univerſity, for inſtance, demand 
a diligent and attentive hearing of the public profeſſor of 
medicine for one whole year, before a batchelor's degree in 
phyſic can be taken, and afterwards for three whole years, 


| af Cambridge, f fromthe rurifdiftion of x college 


eſtabliſhed for the declared purpoſe of correcting 


A eee eee er 
: e Prey pora Y 


„CC 

Oxford; and reſidence is diſpenſed with after the degree f 
nate bf arts eee Confer. p. 34. 54, 55» Parech, 
fur exerp. e corpore. Stututor. Univ. Ox. It was the opinion of 
Dr. Knox, that © if the ſtudent had no other inſtruction, than 


that afforded him by the profeſſors appointed and paid for 
6 inſtructing him, he might as well have gone to get learning 
« tothe land of the Hottentots, or purſued the ſciences in Lap+ 
« land.” Naar Liberal Education, v. ii. p. 230. 


In every thing, however, which I advance, concerning the | 


univerſities of England, I diſclaim any intention of depre- 


ciating their genuine importance as ſchools for general ſcience; 
All I contend for is, that they are not the only. univerſities, 
where every thing that is known of ſcience can be learnt, 
and that, as ſchools of phyſic, they are even ſtill very inferior 
to many. It is afſerted, that a profeſſor in one of the univer- 


ities of England could not procure books, in the univerſity, 


neceſſary for preparing ſuch a courſe of lectures, as he wiſhed 


ta deliver upon a branch of knowledge eſſentially connected 
with the ſcience of phyſic; and that he went to Gottingen for 
the purpoſe. If it be true, in fact, that the Univerſity libraries 
could not have furniſhed him; I know that it does not follow, 
as a conſequence, that not any in Britain could. Be that as it 
may, ſtill it may be queſtioned (with reference to the ſcience of * 
| thyfic) 4 In what does the peculiar advantage of Ahe is the 


* ZEnglih univerſities confiſt? Point out the benefits, which 
might not be derived from other quarters, enjoyed in other 
&« places, and with leſs inconvenience, leſs expence, and more 
« beneficial effects, both to individuals and eee 
Ke Liber Educ. v it. p. 178. 


E 


of that. 


ere adv inev y in the end, hae pe. ; 
e rage in view. g 1 


ir tuch an aaa bee e Te9 * 
—— thaten inſtitution intended for the 
permanent benefit of mankind, would ultimately 
become, under ſuch circumſtances, the-mere me- 
dium of the partial aggrandizement of the gradu- 
ates of particular univerſities. Such an idea 

would have been alike incompatible with the 
profeſſed deſign of the charter, and repugnant to 
every principle of national policy and of public 


Independently of this, it would be extremely 

abſurd to ſuppoſe, that ſuch men as Doctors 

Chambre, Linacre, and de Victoria ſhould have 
been moſt actively inſtrumental in procuring letters 
patents for incorporating a college, which was to 
be veſted with paramount authority in phyſic, and 
that they ſhould have left implicated, in any clauſe, . 
the excluſive privilege of medical government in 
the . graduates of univerſities, which they them- 
ſelves found inefficient 1 in their own mn 


128 RY + 
duates of foreign univerſities. The firſt named 
in the charter, Dr. John Chambre, graduated 
at Padua, 094600; ee at Oxford 

hs, 08 


1 57 ] 

* width 1531 *, twelve. years after the date of 
' the patent itfel; Dr. Ferdinand de Victoria was 

a foreign phyſician, and was not incorporated 
r e 1520 f, more than a year after 
the charter was granted: and Linacre himſelf, 

who was, indiſputably, an honour to the age in 

which he lived, although admitted a fellow of 


All Soul's- College, in 1484, graduated in Italy, 

and was incorporated at Oxford upon his re- 
turn f. It is an acknowledged fact, that the 
univerſities of England were e to in- 


ſtrut 9 8 


e Safe Mickletbwaite 3 at Padua 
in 2 25 _ more than 120 years SY col 


| + Impartial Eng. inthe Legal Conſt *of the Coll. of 
Phyſ. 1753, p. 9 7. 

+ Matthias Conſpect. Hiſt. Meddicor: odd. $339. 

t Wood's Athenz Oxonienſ. v. i. p. 20. 

4-46 Bode Laan cates ie att ORs 
quod domi non haberet unde diſceret; an felicem eum potius 
pradicem, cui contigit ea foris didiciſſe, quæ poſſent & ipſum 
Patriæ, & Patriam terrarum orbi commendare; cui contigit 
quicquid Florentia, quicquid Roma literarum aluit (fuit autem 
tum. temporis Italia Græcarum Artium pleniſſima) in Aca- 
demiæ ſuæ ſinum ſecum deportare, & inter ſuos auctiora atque 
uberiora depromere Tranſalpinæ eruditionis miracula ? Sir 

G. Baker's Harveian Oration, 1761, p. 5. | : 

c Ge ts lin tes 
manitatis et eleganti>-tunc temporis.domicilium, migravit; ubi 
| ex Politiano facundiam, ex Demetrio Graxam linguam, ex Her- 
molao didicit phi m. 4 Rama. 1769. 93. 

2 i . | 


5 
lege had been eſtabliſhed, was wall al. - 
low, five years prior to his incorporation at 


Oxford*: and Harvey and Mead, two of the - 
three only phyſicians, whoſe ſuperior merits have 
hitherto procured for their buſts: a place in 
the college, graduated likewiſe at Padua; the 
third, the immortal Sydenham, diffatisfied with 
the opportunities of improvement afforded: him 
at Oxford, ſtudied at Montpelier f: and he was 
never a fellow of the college, but merely a licen- 


As then no rational pretence could be urged, 
at the time it was founded, for the conceſſion 
of partial prerogative in the College of Phyſi- 
cians to the doctors of Oxford and Cambridge; 
and as, ſince the eſtabliſhment, the abſurdity of 
ſuch diſtinftion has many times been manifeſted 
by the ſuperior merits of phyſicians, who gradu- 
ated, or acquired their knowledge in other uni- 
verſities, ſo is the inference clear, that the crown 
and parliament, conſiſtently with their profeſſed 
object of public good, could never have intended 
to grant, by any charter, ſo vaſt and enormous a 
. the r 
bridge, 


„ 1638; was a candidate of the 
college 1642 ; a fellow the year after, and was incorporated at 
Oxford, 1648. Jmpart. Eng. into the Legal Conſt. of the Coll. 
of Phy/. p. 96. From Wod's Faſti, v. ii, 

+ Swan's Life of Sydenham, hon Defaults Daene 
k ä ö 


F. all —_—_ from che priiges e of 1 the 


| nene ee 


"Wha: b ne and ſubſequent «2 of. 
Henry VILL the unequivocal bee miſſior is 
ſecured to all reputable 


- the 8 af Britiſh bee, is Wen unde- 
niably demonſtrated: and there is not any thing 
repugnant to this aſſertion in any ad, pertaining. 
to the college, made ſubſequently to the ſtatute 
of the fourteenth and fifteenth ATE 


| 3 to this, which relates to the College | 

of Phyſicians, is the ſtatute of the thirty-ſecond 
of Henry VIII. “ chap. 40. entitled For phy- 
 ficians and their privileges.” By this ſtatute, was 
conceded to the preſident of the commonalty and 
fellowſhip, for the time being, of the ſcience and 
faculty of phyſic, in the city of London, and to 
the commons and fellows of the fame, an exemp- 
tion from keeping watch and ward, from being 
the city and its ſuburbs. It was likewiſe granted, 
being, commons and fellows, and their ſucceſ- 
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. Wotan wiſeft, and moſt diſcreet, ſuch as they 
« ſhould think convenient, and have experiance in 


ce the ſaid faculty of phyſic,” who ſhould be 
ſworn. On theſe was to devolve the duty of 


viſiting the ſhops: of apothecaries to examine 
ſo clearly defined in the charter as it was in this 
ſtatute, nor had any puniſhment been decreed 
for thoſe, who ſhould refuſe to ee gs 
inveſtigation, and which, by this onde; 

fixed to be a ine of five I 


It was, ieee eee this ſtatute 


of the thirty-ſecond of Henry VIII. Foraſ- 
* much as the ſcience of phyſick doth com- 
of ſurgery, as a ſpecial member, and part 


« of the ſame; that any of the ſaid company or : 
“ fellowſhip of ' phyſicians, - being able, choſen, 


and admitted by. the ſaid preſident and fellow- 
e ſhip of | phyſicians, may from time to time, as 
„well within the city of London, as elfewhere 


vithin this realm, practiſe and exerciſe the ſaid 
« ſcience of phyſick in all and every its members 
and parts; any act, utute, or proviſion wade 5 


6e to the eee, e 5 


W 


Queen Marys, * toucking "the | corporation” of "the 


* Phyſicians 


*. p. 1883. 


* . 
—— — — 


bo . 
— — — 


execution of the things conteyned in the ſaid 


4 8 3 
in „ London,” By this act the; origi- 


«, 


fifteenth of Henry VIII. were fully confirme 


the continuation of all their articles clauſes 
was further authoriſed; © Any adde, ſtatute, lawe, 
< _cuſtome, or any other thing made, had, or aleg, | 
to, the contrarye in anywiſe notwit 
Aud en qu of this act were declared to 
8 een to the common-welth, by. the evil 


rmation. of divers enormities 


« uſing and undue adminiſtration of phyſicke, and 
for the enlarging of further articles for the better 


graunt enacted. Io effect which, it was now 
enacted, that the gaolers of the different gaols or 


priſons, within the city and precincts, the Tower 
of London excepted, ſhould receive ſuch perſons 
as the preſident, or thoſe legally appointed for 


ſearching, examining, correcting, and puniſhing 


ho offenders againſt - the clauſes -of the charter 
and ſubſequent. ſtatute, ſhould commit, under 


CE RE 


_ fine double that, which the offenders themſelves 
had been affeſſed . The methods of re. 


NO OY AO : 


. 
| 
it 
f 
0 
7 
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ga -with thoſe phyſicians whoſe duty it Was to . 


ſearch the ſhops of apothecaries, &c. * and the 


| forfeiture for not ſubmitting to the ſearch, bee: 


was made, by this act, ten pounds, tp be reco- 
vered by the deſcribed: methods. It was finally 


enacted, that, upon requeſt being made, the ma- 
giftrates and officers of the civil power, in ihe 
city and ſuburbs, ſhould aſſiſt the preſident of the 
_ college, and all perſons authoriſed for the due 


es r d b ICIS v9 UE uf eren to. 


In we ſeventh year of Gita Elizabeth, there 
was granted to the College of Phyſicians, «© 4 


* charter for anatomies.” By a ſtatute of the 
thirty-ſecond of Henry VIII. “ For barbers and 


* ſurgeons,” it had been rendered lawful for 


the Ten or hr EG e pd com- 


+. As formerly, and until the cightrenth of George II. the 
| ſurgeons were of one company with the barbers, ſo were the 
with the grocers. King James I. in the fourth 


apothecaries 
year of his reign, had incorporated both, under the privileges 


of one charter, and nine years afterwards he diſunited them, and 


granted a ſeparate charter to the apothecaries; but with pow- 
ers that were not to infringe the right, which the phyſicians 
had long poſſeſſed, of examining their ſhops and drugs: by 
the charter itſelf, which was granted to the a that 
right was confirmed to the preſident and College of Phyſi- 


cians; and the further right of calling the maſter and wardens 


of the ſociety of apothecaries, as well as of the company of gro- 
cers, to aſſiſt them in their ſearch and examination. The aſ- 


fiſtance of the latter s certainly not required, and i therefore 


ee 
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att 


take at their diſcretion annually, for anatomies, 


four perſons condemned, adjudged, and put to 
death for ſelony, by the due order of the king's 
laws of this realm. Queen Elizabeth, in like 


manner, in the ſeventh year of her reign, af- 


> the charter and a& of the four- 


| reenth and — of 1 father, e n. 


3 of the faculty of Phylic in London, 


the privilege of having annually, at their own 


for diſſection, of ſuch as had been executed after 
condemnation for felony. . But upon. the expreſs 
cc of the diſſection being conducted with 
and of the bodies being buried, at the 
expence of the preſident and RY after the 


„Then en leid 4 40 which. 


de improper to mention, becauſe it has been 


made the frequent but unavailing ground of 


defence by empirical impoſtors, againſt the col 
lege proſecutions, it was of the thirty-fourth, and 


thirty-fifth of Henry VIII.“ “ That perſons, being 
&« no common ſurgeons, may miniſter medicines nut- 


off withſlanding the hate.” It confined: that pri- 
45 eee, n eee ee 
1 en OR? have, knowledge and exper N 


4 . 184-43. 


It was intended to ſecure the indigent fem he 
enormous charges of ignorant and avaricious fur- = 
geons, ſuch as, it ſeems, ſuperabounded at that 

period, and of whom it is ſaid, It is now well 
known, that the ſurgeons admitted will do 
no cure to any perſon, but where they ſhall 
% know to be rewarded with a greater ſum or 
« reward than the cure extendeth unto: for in 

«. ſore people unrewarded, there ſhould not ſo 
many rot and periſh to death eee 
a an e as daily do. be 


For although: e ee eee 2 
e e e ee conan 
« ning, yet they will take great ſums of money, 
* and do little therefore, and by reaſon thereof 
——— their * 
* eee e ee eee 0 ; 


Abi bill may be 3 by FREY: ig, 
to give a legal countenance to quackery; but, 
in courts of law, it has been oonſtrued 1 
nme atuitous practice. 


— reverts he Ortdngs: of Phy 
| ficians-and. John Butler (the ſixth of Charles I) 
for his having practiſed phyſic eleven months 

| 8 contrary 


/ * \ ] | 
contrary. to the ſtatute, this bill was pleaded in | 
behalf of the defendant. But in declaring the 
deciſion of the bench, Richardſon, the chief juf _ 
tice, for himſelf and the other judges, ſaid, © And 


4 upon ce ation of all the law of thirty -· fourth 
Henry VIII. we be of opinion that this ſtatute 
« doth not reach, neither in words, nor in intent 
e and meaning, to give liberty eee 7 
<<. practiſes or exerciſes for lucre and profit; and 
it is apparent by the preamble, and the ſtat te 
* allo, —— 


cc We the ſtatute hath Limited — 
* practiſe, and for what diſeaſes, and the parties 

icenſed thereby were thoſe which were good 
* honeſt people, as old women, and ſuch as 
« would give neighbourly phyſick for charity and 
« -piety, and not ſuch as look for gain thereby, 
< as empiricks, that do not doe any 1 | 
<; piety and charity. So that this ſtatute e mud | 
* all thoſe that ** 0 . or gain.” 


n abc en theta) ee 
2 mes and Charles II. neither of 
them ever received the ſanction and ratification 
of parliament, een they are both alike 
n rocedure. In- 
deed if their validity were eſtabliſhe | beyond al 
poſſible diſpute, yet eee eee 


18 
ſeſted for granting them different from the de- p 
mene een e 


of Heary vi. 


The eee oa id . more e fult 
in theſe; and the means of accompliſhing their 
object more particularly deſcribed : that of 
James I. however is little more than a recapitu- 
lation of the original charter, which it intended 
| to confirm in all its clauſes. It explained more at 

large the means of effetting its purpoſe : and had 
in view to confirm to the college the further pri- 
vilege of chooſing a regiſter and inferior officers ; 
and to veſt in the preſident and any fix perſons 
of the college or commonalty the power of mak- 
ing . under expreſs eee LE” 


* 


By the preamble to the 3 charter of 
Charles II. it is evident, that there was not any 
deviation in that from the principle of the original 
charter, nor any new motive for the intention to 
extend the corporate powers of the college; for 
the only profeſſed object, ſtill, was to remedy the 
miſchiefs ariſing from the practice of the ierate 
and unſtilful. The words expreſsly are, Itt 
„ hath beene made moſt apparent and evident 
« unto us, that the number of unſkillfull, illiterate 
* and unlicenſed practizers of phyſicke, in and 
s about our ſaid cittie of London, hath of later 


5 OT 1 8 
* 3 en e 
<« lie multiply, together with the renewed frauds, 
* abuſes and deceiptsof divers apothecaries, drug- 


5 | « gifts, and others inhabiting in the ſame cittie 


_ © frequently exerciſed and practiſed in the mak- 
r ing, prepareing, orderi g and venting of druggs | 

< and other things relateing to the ſaid facultie 

of phyſicke, to the greate diſhonour of this na- 

c tion and of the ſage and learned profeſſors of that 

facultie ſoe noble and neceſſary, and to the detri- 

ment of us and our good ſubjects. The cheiſe 


„ cauſe or ground whereof, as wee are given 


to underſtand, ariſeth from ſome defects in the 

fſaid conſtitution, the b ia penal powers 
“ thereof beeing not aptly and uſefully placed 
<« and ſettled, by means whereof ſubtil and crafty 
* men, wholly ignorant and unſkilled in the fa- 
< cultie of phyſicke, have in defiance of authoritie 


< dared publiquely to profefſe and practiſe phy- | 


« ſicke in our ſaid cittie of London, and by new 

inventions and deluſions deceived much peo- 
* ple, thereby advanceing theire private commo- 
& ditie in the greate detriment of the publique, 


: and yett have evaded the juſt and-condigne 


_< puniſhment provided and intended by the 
+ cartons and acts of parliament aforeſaid for 
« ſuch preſumptuous offenders. Whieh to pre- 
vent in the future and that a due and ſeaſonable 
e * 
. | 3 


] 1 a 1 | | 
c BPRS apt proper and legall conſtitution and : 
1 incorporation may be had and eſtabliſhed of 
4 grave and learned doctors, and other able 
and experienced practiſers of phyſicke, in and 
« about our ſaid cittie of London, indowed with 
powers and priviledges convenient and requi- 
_ < ſite for the ends aforeſaid: know ye that wee 
cc of our eſpeciall grace, Sc. have willed, ordeyn- 1 
* ed, conſtituted, declared, given and graunted, 
and by theſe preſents for us our heires and ſuc- 
* ceſſors doe will, ordeyne, contitute, declare, 
*-gire and-graunat, &cc.” 5 b 


Such — — are of national * 
c ance, and worthy the deliberate inveſtigation of 
the legiſlature. The circumſtances complained 
of, however, were ſuch as had exiſted before, 
and ſuch as had been already guarded againſt by - 
the crown and parliament. There needed not 
any thing but the exertion of powers, which had 
been granted already, to accompliſh the object in 
view: and to have ſanctioned, by. a decree in 
parliament, theſe charters ſubſequently intended, 
would have been fupererogatory, and they were 
ſet aſide. That the very contemplation of them, 
however, under the promiſed protection of the 
crown, - might have influenced the general con- 
duct of the college, is is ſurely no very unfair ſup- 


2 or it is poſſible, that — 
from 


U 4 1 
: eee rene 8 rol 
haue ſolicited as well as this, as thè charter of 
© - James I. to obtain countenance for conduct, 
which ves had AE LAGOS nde Fon "Gott. 
Ou 125 217755 15 
„e chapter of Charles I is the- fe which. | 
ſpetifieally Ae ade the diſtinction of fellows 
and commonalty of the college; and until the 
year 1752, under whatſoever deſcription theß 
might have been conſidered by the fellows of the 
college, the licentiates were ſummoned to the 
comitia, with as much reſpect in form as were 
the fellows © themſelves, 1 in EY . # 
e e we 15 PIE 1 


— 


This 8 was 3 ad its wall” 
preſcribed from a by-law, which pertained to 
the decorous appearance in the comitia majora 

_ Collegarum, &c. of the preſident, vice ' preſident, 
lets, cenſors, reliquiqgue omnes Socii. If the li- 
centiates, therefore; had not the rank of the Soc#, 
or fellows ; they muſt have been conſidered as 
a part of the commonalty of the college, 
ſince they were ſummoned as of the number 
of College; and by the charter of Charles 
II. it was intended, that the fellotu of the 
college ſhould be elecgen out ol the common- 5 


* 


alty, whenever a vacancy ag deppen 
e of r eg pact was e 12 9071 

e ebe e ense 6 city ce may. 
| Ks deve appr from time to time, in ſome 
of the tranſactions of the college, their own 
conviction of a deficiency in any right deriva- 
ble from it is clearly evinced, by their not hay- 
ing availed themſelves of the moſt eſſential extra 
privileges, to which it would have entitled them. 
They have never, in conſequence of it, limited 
the number of their fellows to forty *: neither 
have they ten elects, as intended by that charter, 
but eight, as enacted by the ſtatute of the four- 
teenth and fifteenth of Henry VIII. but, more 
eſpecially, they neither petition parliament, nor 
ſue nor are ſued, by the name of © The preſi- 
“ College of Phyſicians--in the city of Lon- 
« don,” conformably to the intention of the 
charter of Charles II. but always by that of 
eg e N ws gn pee on 


| Area ond 6. bs 1662, the is, 
pœia, publiſhed by the college next after that date, was that 
of 1677, fifteen years poſterior to it. There is in that phar- 
macopceia a catalogue of fifty-three fellows of the college, 
and of them only ſeventeen ſurviving of the forty particularly 
nominated by the charter R 


be appointed. 


4 * 


--In proof" of us, there et pre 
ſentedk to parliament in 1725 by Dr. Freind, then 
a iO 0 a member of t 
and college, or commonalty of the faculty of 
„ phyfic in London,” praying for a check to the 
increaſing and pernitious uſe of ſpirituois ll: 


quors. 80, likewiſe, in their replications to le 
ſuits of Dr. Letch in 1567, 1768, and of Bs. 
| r anc in 1769, 1970, 1971; / | IR I 
replied, ſued, by the name of © The KD | 2, 
« preſident and college, or ec 5 1 
faculty of ph - 


8 in an addreſs to William III. congratulating km - - 
on his return from the continent in 1697, after wo 
the ratification of peace at Ryſwick, th | „„ = ti 
« We, the preſident, fellows, and other e | = 


« of your Royal College of = 

4 don humbly crave leave to con - 

5 64 Majeſty s ſafe return into theſe your” - = 

| * Rex v. Dr. Aſkew & ab. Bur. Rep. V. is. f. 2166. 
5 Rex v. College of Phyſicians. bid. F. v. p. 2740. 2753. . - 8 
5 | | : __ | - £ - OT i F et £9 2 . 5 5 8 * 5 * 26 2 
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tel; 
« doms, Bret; nd Seto apes 


_ congfatulation. to George I. on his acceſſion-to 


the throne in 1914, they began! We the pre- 

« {ident, elects, cenſors, fellows, and other mem. 
« I EO Os OY yur | 
3 5 POE ET ! 


43 


lt may not Fe eser 5 . 1 


Doentistes might have thought themſelves: in- 


cluded, by the expreſſion other members, in ſuch 
dutiful addreſſes to the throne, ſo long as they 
were reſpectfully ſummoned to the Comitia: for 
they could not then have been acquainted with 
the narrotued definition of the word Collaga, 
which was promulgated in 1765, after the oak 
tom of ſummoning them to the Comitia was abo- 
liſhed :- and there, certainly, is not any evidence, 
that the licentiates were ever leſs. zealous in their 
loyalty, than the fellows of the college them- 


es L 4 
*.4 6 n . , 


TY is. Ready for the 8 of . 


3 latory. addreſſes, from any incorporated ſociety, 
to be more vague than would be compatible 
with the preciſion neceſſary in forms of law; for 


as not any idea of the peculiar modification of 


their legal exiſtence is to be inferred from it, 


| . . * 
noſtre candidatos. Statut. Coll, Med. Lond. 1765. p. 28. 
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d ehe Mank of the * enn Latinity. ?, 
Sir Geo. Ent,” to canoes the mutual injury, | —_— 
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1 ft alley, 
But i n 6 true, baren the wi "phy 
ſicians of grave deportment prattiſing in Lon- 

don, and ſeven miles found, and poſſeſſing the 
| rights of k Britiſh 1 n ene 
ficians, were 5 fat indorytiee by lk AY 
if it be true, that, by the ſubſequent act of the 
fourteenth and fifteenth of Henry VIII. confirm- 
ing the charter and granting further privileges, 
all ſuch phyſicians praktiſing within the ſame R- 
mits, who upon examination fhould prove them- | 
ſelves ſufficiently « profound, ſad, atid diſcteete, 
« groundly learned, and deeply ſtudied in phy- 

Mm ſyke ;” were legally entitled to all the corpo- 
rate rights of the college, then will a queſtion na- 
turally ariſe: How has it happened that ſo many 
approved men of this deſeription have been, for 
ſo great a length of time, eee dr 
eee and men of theſe: euer weft 


| » Sic Will. Browne Vindication of the ke. coll of 
Et ca Age OY 
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* 7 1 * 
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3 of his 


made by the college, after they have been applied 


the preſident and fo are not inconſiſtent with _ 

the views of the charter; we can only expect to 

develope- the ſource. of the excluſion by inveſti- . 

gating the by-laws of the college itſelf. But be 3 

nen of theſe cannot be permanently coun- 

teracted, except either by a reaſonable co ffion N 

on the part of the college, or by a legal difun- - RE 

nulment of hike” ee ang of making: LE 
11 ig in wel ak, difficult t to 2 * -— 

e of rectitude and juſtice, minds warped 

by any rooted prejudice, and the difficulty i 8 

ways TIE when | 3 is ted and' om. ' 

N neee i 

long poſſeſſed will be yielded without conteſt; 

But as the reaſonable: conceſſion has not been 


N 8 


l 


to very e eee | A as hay: have = _ — 
tion, it cannot de-improper Wipe nen che pro- 
bability of accompliſhing a legal diſannulment 
of the uſurped power, Which they haye fo. long 
exerciſed ; the ae of debarrin | 


— 
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* 7 * *. N 


to be contrary to the intention of every 
act of the crown and legiſlature, which gi 
leges to the college. It totally changes and 
degrades the original nature of the inſtitution it 
ſelf, and is as derogatory to the liberal views 
profeſſed, by the firſt applicants for the charter, * 
as it is deſtruftive of the ſalutary end intended by 1 


mo, „ — * - 5 


225 — be ſelf-evident to every man of commn 
ghar the law he eb, 


EE — 


oounteract the ſpecific objects of the corpora- 
tion itſelf. And this is an axiom, which any man, 
who will give himſelf the ne, may ſatisfy 
| himſelf that the law confirms. e 
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. Wallace, in the caſe, Rex 
Spencer, the ſixth of Geo. III. is founded directly 
<« laws is to be taken fri4/y: and therefore this 
* power to make by-laws ſhall ot be extended 
further than what appears to be the manifeſt 

| © intention of the charter f.“ It was obſerved. 
by Ms Juſtice Wilmot, in the ſame caſe, that 
* The court ought to take. care, that the per. 
* ſons em to make by-laws. en 
b cannot make by-laws con- 


Lord Chancellor Macclesfield declared, that 
A corporation has an implied power to make 
Bu, © OA BY e 54 * by- 

+ Blackſtone's Comment. V. i. P. 479, 480. * 

+ Bur. Rep. V. iii. p. 183 1. „ 

1 Bur. Rep. V. in. p. 1634. : 

 F Ibid. p. 1839. 
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K 75 I 
838 8 the com- 
*: pany. a power to make by-laws, they can only 
Yes! them. in ſuch caſes, as; they are enabled 
© to do by the charter; for er gi | 
« the charter implies a negative, that 1 7 tall 
5 not make en in any other caſes *, 85 
it . by Mr. 8 "ag 
Lows Thurlow, when a counſellor at the bar, 
4 That it is not in che power of a corporation 
* to. contravene the fundamental n of 
32 their conſtitution... A: + COFPOre 
change their confituitn, and give themſelves 
: 3 of exiſtence. They cannot nar- 
„ row the number of thoſe out of whom the elec- 
« tion is to be made; nor can they leave out an 
« integral part of thoſe who are to ele&t, though 
« they may narrow their number. They can- . 
ter, and not conneRted-with the corporate cha- 
n of the oo; de crown . 3 
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DAITOWS the number of thoſe out of zuko 
are to be made; which excludes an integra! part 
of thoſe who are to eledt; which is made contrary. 
to the manifeſt intention of the charter as granted 
er, —_— and which is, therefore, eſſentially 
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them. The poſſeſſion of Sigh is now, 1 under- 
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5 four cenſors. Towards the 3 et) of the 


* 


Dr. Tyſon and other fellows of the college, on the _ 

ſubjed of the difficulty of acceſs to them; and . 
it was not until 1721, that it was propoſed that * 
preßdent ſhould Keep a © 
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25 There were not any new nina ths 
ſtatute of Queen Mary, but only a proviſſon made 
granted already, and for no other purpoſe but 


for that, which is ſpecifically expreſſed; namely, 


For the better reformatian of divers enormities 
* happening to the commonwelth by the evil 
* uſing and undue adminiſtration of phyſicke, 
and for the enlarging of further articles for the 
< better execution of the dea i tes the | 

t. nnn 1 2 W 


ee eee eee ſer: the iluing of 
this act of Queen Mary, that the College of Phy- 


ficians firſt determined to arrange the phyſicians 


practiſing in London and ſeven miles round, into 


centiates. This was at a period about thirty-ſix 


years poſterior to the charter of Henry VIII.; and 


when no reformation, that has left a trace behind 


it, had been effected in the general ſtate of the 
practice of phyſic in this country. The age was 


ſtill too barbarous for much improvement of the 


kind, and the numerous proſecutions againſt per- 
ſons accuſed of empirical and pernicious practice, 
. the EG e _ os 
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e -prattifing of phyſick &; and in the fourteenth-. 
of Elizabeth, at the ſolicitation of the College of 
Phyſicians, it was determined That the ſur- 
geons ſhould not give inward medicines in the 
Salatica, eee „ 


made uſe of to cure, ſo that it was obſerved 
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chat period. The neceſſity of the caſe- might 
have ſuffcientiy juſtified- the college in the mea 
| fare of examining all men, who were in the leaſt 
of phyſic, and of liveh 


only; and who were not qualified for admiſſion 
into the- fellowſhip of à college of learned and 


ret ſelf was an example of the fair and 
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_ ©-whereby it was ordained, that every perſon 
to be admitted a member of the col. 


« monalty, be elected by the preſident and college, 
or commonalty t; and that on the ſame day, Fe- 
< bruary the firſt r555, another by-law, not now 
. extant in writing, was made, whereby perſons 
then exerciſing, or who ſhould at any time there- 
after exerciſe the ſaid faculty of phyſic ir 
* city of London, and within ſeven miles round 
the ſame, were diſtinguiſhed into three claſſes 
or orders, namely, one claſs' conſiſting of the 
* members of the ſaid college or commonalty, for 
< the time being, who were then, and were to 
de from thenceforth called fellows of the ſaid 
"M7 © filing of ſuch perſons'ar hed” norte 


* That a by-law. was made, map he FOND Mt 
cuſtom which has obtained, although the by-law itſelf cannot be 
produced. See to this ęfect, Lord Coke's Rep. 8 vo. part iv. p. 78. 

+ Rex v. Coll. of Phyſicians. .. Bur. Rep. V. f. p. 2784. 


« - xn ad proved of by the 
| : . into the ſociety or 
: | 4 ſhip of the ſaid. 
: « were-then, and who: were to be from thenov- 
I « forth called candidates.” And The other 
: | ae eee as then were, or a 


3 doula end widineonan, 
„ by their letters ſealed 
« with che common {cal of the {aid college.or 
„ commonalty, which laſt mentioned claſs not 
„ the hdkceliogs. on-time 
alty, were, and were to be from thenceforth | 
„ called Permiſh, or licentiates *. £5.58 3 
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In 1575, twenty years poſterior to the aſſerted — = 
lege. It is not at all likely that thoſe, to wWBbm 


merely partial licenſes had been granted, ſhould li 
have been conſidered qualified and entitled to „ 
have their names inſerted as members of the 


* Rex v. Coll. of Phyſicians, Bur. Rep. . 0.9. 8755. | | I 
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and | licentiates, * whoſe | names s Were * inſerted: | in 


the college catalogue, as members, under the de- 


nomination of Strangers. ꝙ the Gollege, Id ãchighly 


probable; from their being olaſſed as ſtrangem as 
well as from their names , that they were fo - 


reigners, and graduates- of foreign- univerſities. 


- But the rangers were eligible to admiſſiom into 


the · order of candidates, and conſequently into 


the fellowſhip of the college, for in the college 


liſtiof 1575 Doctor Spiringe is inſerted as a ranger 
and a- candidate. As then Dr. Ferdinand De 


chiefly; the charter was obtained; was a foreigner, 


and as it is reaſonable to conclude that the ſtran- 
gers of the college, who were eligible to the fel- 


lowihip; were foreigners likewiſe, ſo it appears 


that, at the time the college was founded, and for 
more than fifty years afterwards, foreigners were 
admiſſible to a diſtinction in it; which many are 


now arbitrarily denied, who are entitled by birth 


to all: the e Hp Britin eee nen 


De. Julio, pr. FTE Mr. WY De. Lo- 


pes, and Dr. Spiringe, a candidate, who is likewiſe denominated 
a ſtranger. Maitland"; Hifi. of London, F. ii. p. 929; _ 

+ A very conſiderable number have been educated in the 
Univerſity of Edinburgh, which for more than half a century 


| paſt has been moſt juſtly celebrated as the firſt Medical Scl? 


in 


8 plyjficians- were. ſo ſequent. employed 
here by the crown, and as all Engliſh phyſicians 
were indebted for their 8 e e 


— 8 ee in 9 
try, that Britiſh ſubjects educated: abroad ſhould 
tion, which was eſtabliſhed. for the reformation 
| on. of the ſcience of phyſic? 


+ Th nnd mans of ry Ba. we nents nay 
number of licentiates, ſurgeons and apothecaries, 
men who had taken no degree in phyſio. Nearly 
twenty ſuch were licenſed during the reigns of 
William III. and Queen Ann, and others more 
in Europe. Men of all nations have reſorted to it, to proſit 
by the inſtruction of profeſſors, who have combined with the 
moſt active S 8 8 
of learning. 

OW + See Blackfiones Comment. V. 1. p. 378. 374. 
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names of the pm inferted, have never" Been 
ranked "in" them"es' dolore in phyſic, alttiough 


licenſed to praftiſe generally®. 


"This the furgeons be —_ not 
any privilege to practiſe, independent of a licenſe 
from the College in the ſixteenth century, appears 
clearly from their having been prohibited from 
practiſing, in the reigns of Mary and Elizabeth, 
at the ſolicitation of the College of Phyſicians. 
And hence it is probable, that the claſs of licen- 


tiates was originally eſtabliſhed with 'a view to 


ſanction, under circumſtances of reaſonable re- 
ſtraint, perſons who might have procured degrees, 
but who were incompetent to general practice, 
and the more ſkilful of the apothecaries and ſur- 
geons, in exerciſing the medical profeſſion par- 
tially. This opinion is ſtrongly confirmed by the 
terms of the by-law, in the early copies of the 
college general r : 
eee agp pie 8 | 


| e tai h n lies te i 0 
of London, White e eee 


* besessene oft Clleg of Py ther 
z an inſtance of this, in a very reſpectable character. 8 


+ See Appendix D. and Bur. Rep. V. v. p. 2757 


— — — 
« ſerve the public and do good to mens health, 
ane it is ordained and ap- 


“ pointed, that after due examination and appro- 


« bation of the preſident and cenſors, ſuch per- 
« ſons ſhall. be permitted to "OT CTR 
| carat | 


„FE 
oned, in the college anſwer in 1771, to have been 


that, under which Dr. Fothergill had been per- 


mitted to practiſe phyſic, was ſaid to be the 4 


of April 1737. It is however a by-law, which 


is extant. in every manuſcript copy, that I have 


it appears highly probable, that it was the origi- 
ted to practiſe. But neither this by-law, nor 


vending ad grit than moſ of the grade 


0 _ * » Bur. Rep. V. v. COOOOY 


das. 
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vileges of the fellowthip of the college, is a year's 


candidates or Probationers was eſtabliſhed in 
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to the world at large, that eee age, e 
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We ene eee eee 


probation in the order of candidates. "Rt may 
perhaps have always been ſo ſince 1555. Not 
any one will diſpute the propriety or wiſdoem of 
fixing a term of probation for thoſe, who are to 
be intruſted with ſo momentous a charge as the | 
n Ot 


{rant Sn ates 


1555, that not any, but the regular graduates of 
Oxford or Cambridge, were eligible to admiſſion 
into that order, and ſubſequently-to the -fellow- 
ſhip. It was decreed then, as before tated; that 
the fellows — ſhould be conſidered members of 
conſiſt of «(ds ava ee 

. defirous of becoming members of the Said college 
«and commonalty, and had been, or ſhould be | 
examined and TE? wt, apnea 

| W | 


6 N ehe were — _ were to be 


implies not a ſeparate claſs of members, but is 
| uſed expreſsly as a ſynonymous term to collegium, 
nor even in conſequence of 
the diſtinction of orders made in 1555, could any 
| , "except :thoſe, who had been bond 


eee, rollegiums focietas, 'collegn and fellows, n 
dermsz and every /ocius or collega, as a member of the ſociety or 
corporation of the college. Rex v. i ny * Bur. 

| Rep. iv. p. 2195. © R . RES n 
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x: 88 1 
tinguiſh the Seri? naſcences from: the minus 4 % 
medicine fucultatem exercendam tantummodo' permiffi. 


We are not informed, however, of any by-law 


nearly coeval with the charter, to prohibit phy- 


ſicians, as many are now prohibited, the right of 
an application to be examined as candidates 


for election into the fellowſhip of the college. 
« Twl the time of Queen Mary,” (ſaid Mr. Juſtice 


pn PSS otter 
Wea e eee ery 


hin is a Sas af eee ee 
the firſt diviſion of medical practitioners, in Lon- 


don and its vicinity, into three claſſes, and the 


date of the earlieſt by-laws of the college that 
have been referred to in this general view. Dur- 
ing ſo long an interval, there is no doubt but 
many regulations muſt have been made in the 
government of the college: but among the by- 


1647, and which are ſaid to have been confirmed 


and eſtabliſhed in 1687, there is one, the eighth, 


order of candidates, at that period, was, under a ſpe- 


_ cified+reſtriftion, open even to the apothecaries 
and ſurgeons. If perchance any ſurgeon or 


Eren ee 
* Rexv. Dy. Ae dr ah Br eee. 
+ See Appendix E. " 


| pla nova rev ot ee 
« that before examination, or at leaſt before ad- 
* miſſion, he be free of every oath and obliga- 
< it juſt nor adviſeable, to admit any one into 
any other.” This by-law ſtands the eighth, 
of the ſtatutes of the College of Phyſicians Lon- 
don, publiſhed in 1693, and is there ſaid to have 
been made in 1687 ; but in this printed copy, 
after © into the number of ebene, 8 
"WY eee ee e ee = 


ke . | 
alot tie Cedar OO . 
apothecaries, who ſhould apply for admiſſion f 

ſa ns ons Ts | 
a doctor's degree, and of their having been in- 
corporated in one of the univerſities of England: 

for the ſtatute De Candidatis, in thoſe = 
ſtatutes of the date 1647, and of be date 1687, 
as publiſhed in 1693, decrees © * That the num | 
ber of candidates: ſhall not exceed twelve: | 


— 3 — ä ů —ů ů 
- r — 


121 


w'the-date „. 


College of :Phyſicians in London, certainly exiſt- 


to:affix to their ſtatutes the date of their lateſt 
this very by-law, or one ſimilar to this, was in 


E of Cambridge, in a letter to Dr. Foxe preſident 


of 


«If he dball have 1 na — | 
<.-univerſity, he ſhall produce and ſhew to the 
* (callege, before he is admitted to examina- 
tion, his diploma, or true and genuine letters 
E teſtimonial ef that univerſity: and he ſhall 
« have and ſhow a-teſtimony-of his dcr ponarion 
in one of our on univerſities.” This ſtatute 
was continued among the fatuta'de 'Candidatis, in 
all the copies which Ihave ſeen, until thoſe of 
2763, which were publiſhed by the college, ex- 
cept that the clauſe limiting the number of can- 
_ didates to twelve W al een 


e 5 
| 6 admiflion into the 


—— 2 — ith- 
« out giving any publique teſtimony of cheir 


learning 'and' ſkill in the profeſſion; and in 


another part of the ſame letter, he ſays, that 
incur porution was in an er eee me + a : 
Pg ty eee e bog 


14 


et eee tab 
certain of the licentiates #0 the college, Such 


<« of the learning or character of a candidate for 

« admiſſion into the college; and the only mo- 
tive for requiring it, ſeems to have been a de- 
< fire in the members to increaſe'the emoluments 


o 


Farr pur oe — 


* 


from the ea priviple of the college charter; 


8 


* See Goodall's Royal Coll. of Phyſ. p. 443, 444- 


*, 


> | Tt *. 1 
which ver. — it, was 
ps eee gp err 
o dafire40; increaſe the expctumenty of the college 
itſelf, as thoſe of the univerſities, where many of 
its members had themſelves been educated. They 
appear however at the ſame time, to have origi- 
_ nated in an anxious ſolicitude to magnify the 
importance of the Engliſh univerſities, by depre - 
ciating all others. Yet from ſome of thoſe 
Rr 
ſcience, which enriches our own ſchools, and 
all the fundamental principles of that ſyſtem to 
which, even now, the Engliſh univerſities are 


only verging in their arrangements for medical 


I be ſtatutes alluded to are in the manuſcript | 
copy of 1647, and likewiſe in the copy publiſhed 
in 1693. | They ſtate, © * ſince. that there are 
« many, who come hither daily to praQiiſe phyſic, 
« a conſiderable number of whom, quitting pre- 
countries, that they may acquire their doctor a 
degree in leſs time, and at leſs expence than 
they could do in our own univerſities ; there- 
Art &« fore 


— — — 


uc taken P 


ever ſhall be created a doftor in our own unt 
<« ſpeedily ! is proper, he ſhall have antiei- 
« pated the time appointed for that ' dignity: 
chat is, if he be made a doctor before he ſhall 
„ have been ſo long a bachelor in medicine, he 


* ſhall pay double to the college, preſident, and 


« to the reſt of the aforeſaid college officers, to 
that, which they are accuſtomed to pay, Wh 
« arrive at the appointed time, and with ma- 
ture judgment, to the degree of doctor, ac- 

« cording to the nenn laws and W | 


* W ber pen ae yet 


It cannot but ſtrike the moſt cred 
that the means, and not the effects of educa- 
tion, were alone conſulted ; that knowledge and 
| abilities were conſidered only as ſecondary ob- 
jeQs in the fabrication of theſe by-laws ; that 


Po nip mga — —ů 2 
eee to exceed the bounds: of a 


—— is not | protrafted, by 8 


tronum: Soriorum et Gandidatorum, Ac. in every copy 
prior to the printed copy of 1765, which tends | 
likewiſe to prove, that, there were circumſtances 
under which other graduates, than thoſe merely 
of Oxford and Cambridge, might occaſionally 
obtain admiſſion, after having been examined, 
but in its ſpecific object it diſplays. ſo. faſtidi- 
ous an attempt in the college, to aſſert and 
maintain, at all rates, their fancied ſuperiority 
of the: Engliſh univerſities, that it would ſeem to 
indicate the- neceſſity of theatrical contrivance, 
even AO ee inne 
abe in e To 

_ - Could 


chat the College of 
ever defigned" to bo a ſubordinate 


then ſuch a form, for me motives affigned, fail 
to excite-the ridicule of men of und 


There is in the ſtatutes publiſhed in 1693, and 
im that copy only, another-by-law, the fixteenth 
and laſt, which ſtill more fully characterizes the 


? ; JJ... OS Ee opt 2 3 3 
* 81 Docaris gradum in 


bulorpert honoris cauſa ſedeat, decenter examinandus ; ne quid 
indignum pati, a noſtra n forma, mater academia 
videatur. 35 2 . ; * 


: 
£ 


—— 


— en 6 


eee Lo ne a nt 


© ever nee aun le liberal art whatſoever, 
« or bound to ſervitude, has ſerved his appren- 


« eleted 3 
« ſufficiently - to have — — Ay, 
6 or the. honour of the univerſities of this kingdom, 


which, however, we ought and are always di 


NS . eee ion.” 
1 appears { pudenda that this 


1 — — 
with that, to which this is ſo 2 with 
Hat, which enen the conditional ageaifion-of 


coneueny int te fellowſhip of 
3 | 


The feuds and difſenFons, which ently 
— — = 


e e e eee 
phyſicians, to reſtrain, or to prevent altogether, 
the increaſing influence of the apothecaries 
Ear But if their right to 


* ee Appentie i. 


* 


the propoſed alterations of the committee of 
* which the college, to 
« compel any one, who, having been à ſurgeon 
ce or apothecary, ſhould apply for permiſſion to 
-Y iſe, to ſwear, if the preſident and cen - 
„ ſors ſhould think fit, that he had not main- 
<« two years before the time of his 
— been as impolitic and 
8 Mages 
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eee eee eee eee 
uſeful knowledge, that a phyſician ſhould poſleſs, 
than the ſhop of an intelligent apothecary. Be- 
ſides a thorough proficiency in the peculiar. bu» .. 
ſineſs of inveſtigating and judging of the com- 
parative geadneſs of medicines, and of their-va- . 
| mpoſitions ; if a young 
8 r permitted to accom- 
pany his principal in his viſits to patients, which 
in moſt inſtances is the caſe in the latter years 
of his apprenticeſhip, perhaps to viſit for him, he 
commands the very beſt ſource of medical obſer- | 
vation, information, and experience. He ſees 
_ diſeaſes at their commencement ; he has it in 
his power to mark the progreſs of their (ymp- 
toms, and, with examples before him, can more 
readily be taught to diſcriminate thro: 
toms, which characterize the nature of the dif- 
eaſe, and which indicate the remedies appro- 
priate to its cure. He anticipates the advan- 
tages of attending to the practice of hoſpitals. 
He is early trained to habits of thinking and con- 
verſing upon medical ſubjects, and is as it were 
- grammatically inſtructed in pharmacy and its ap- 
plication. He is therefore initiated, by the beſt 
of all poſſible means, in a moſt eſſential brapch 
of medical ſcience ; and is well prepared to con- 
1 8 oY | tinue 


* <4 px tie malle to fc eren eee 
e | 
lt cannot te PEW \notwithflanding the con- 
milled; with which ſome men, who have not 
enjoyed its advantages, affect to treat ſuch a plan 
of medical education; that young men ſo initi- 
ated, if well, though privately, educated, with 
equal talents for obſervation and with equal in- 
duſtry, cannot fail to become good practical phy- 
ſicians, earlier in life, than any men can, who, with 
the beſt academical education, are without arr. 
knowledge, which the apprentice of an experienc- | 
ed wee 1 the e of ee 


I „ 


e veins bases and that 0 of lake win 
that academical phyſicians, who have riſen to 
eminence, have, even after they « commenced the 1 
career of actual practice, nay even after their 
election as phyſicians to hoſpitals, been indebted 
to apothecaries for the knowledge of that eſſen- 
tial branch of their profeſſion, which can only 
be well acquired in the e een the ae 
en of ou hope Pots | 


0 : 
* 8 83 1 I 
9 : . * * 1 7 
© + * 


What i is there to N a man PR toletable 
capacity and of determined application, from 
acquiring a reſpectable ſhare of any branch of 
n chat lies within the compaſs of hu- 
28 Fr 3 3535 


Ae d of horn! hs prevent the olerk 
of an attorney from the future exerciſe of the 
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A onda? What is there more pe- 
culiarly difficult in the ſcience of phyſic to pre- 
vent the apprentice of an hope, Se be- 


functions of an advocate, or from acquiring the 
diſcernment and dignity of a judge? Surely not 
the accident of his not having * 
e e MEI Air. 7- | 


Wa conpabiec prone W 9 
ation at Oxford or Cambridge was not infiſted 


upon, as an eſſential preliminary to election into 


the fellowſhip of the College of Phyſicians, in 


1575, above fifty years after the charter had been 


granted, and twenty ee en Mage firſt eſta- 
NIC 0 


«The college; ed at that Ges and be. 


* fore, of ſuch as were favourers of popery, and 


* were guilty of divers diſorders.” The liſt of its 


F 


with a ſtring of complaints againſt the college, 


and with an earneſt deſire of reformation. One 


of the complaints was, „ that ſuch as had 
gone beyond ſeas to take the degree of doc- 


. ume ee eee eee f f 


Tas : 
our own univerſities) had ſhortly, ** 1 
& return, been admitted, without ay ah ab 
© tered unto them.” The me 
in FARES: "__ _ — not that IG 
© were admitted into the chef ofices of an incor 
Oy ; Y $ 58 


"Math tis wt + orice 
the objett of the college, in fabricating their by- 
laws of excluſion, has not only been perfectly dif- 
ferent from that, which actuated the king and 
parliament to grant their charter of i 
tion; but that, in the very deſign and effect of 
thoſe by-laws, there is a palpable ſacrifice of the 
principle of that charter, 3 
re e e 


In 2950, ae eee n the e « ſince 
« that the permiſh, or licentiates, who have not 
e taken any degree, or at leaſt not any is our um. 
« verfities, enjoy the ſame liberty of practiſing in 

« London and ſeven miles round, with other 

« privileges and immunities, as well as the can- 
« didates and fellows, who are at great expences 
nn 
- n other 

dend Hiſt ot Lond. rel v. bas 

7 See Appendix K. | 
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4 Lows, 


. univerſities ; we think it 
juſt that they ſhould pay to our college, at 


s leaſt, equal ſums with theſe : therefore, on ac- 
e Mt before mentioned, and 


that we may obviate the juſt complaints upon this 
e ſubjeft, frequently made to us by our own. ata- 
« demians, we enact and ordain, that no licen- 
« tiate ſhall be admitted, in future, to praftiſe 
e phyſic in this city, until he has firſt paid to the 
« treaſurer of this college; ſeventy pounds of law- 
« ful money of Great Britain, and whatſoever 


; « other ſums may be 1 n ſta- 
* enn e 


= By the ſtatutes of aaa 1689, oubliſled 
in 1693, the number of fellows of the college 


was limited to thirty ; beyond that determinate 


number, the ordinary phyſicians of the king, 
queen, and prince, were to be reckoned, and 
admitted as honorary phyſicians. - By the ſtatutes of 
1736, and 1752, the number of fellows was li- 


mited to eighty; but in the printed ſtatutes of 


err ̃ͤ goo 


10 BY 
: * April 24 . a 3 made 1 


ſtatute, was rejected. June 6, 1718, the repeal was voted 13 
e e e e e INE * determined 


+ 5 | 


By all the ae De Goel, prior to thoſe of 
#765, it was enacted, that no one ſhould 
be admitted into the ſociety of the college, 
* who had not been, for an entire year, of the 
* number of candidates; unleſs he had publicly 
e lectured on medicine, in ſome univerſity of 
Britain, for three years; or had been a doc- 
tor of the chair in ſome univerſity of this 
— e e or was ane een 
”M Wen 


0 I 702 ; thirtoon fellows of the a . 
whom were Sir Richard Blackmore, Dr. Tancred 
Robinſon, Dr. Tyſon, 8c. remonſtrated with the 
college, upon the rigour and illiberality of their by- 
ww They accuſed them hy aps, 

bottom, of keeping many worthy practiti 
of phyſic in the city, from ens into their 
< ſociety, whereby their debts increaſed without 
© proſpeC of remedy; and their body miniſhed 
« without hopes of repair | 7 Jug 


In 1750, it was kts dot 6 Wi 
lege, by ſome of the more liberal minded of the 
fellows, © to bring in all ſuch foreign graduates 
« as were properly qualified, on terms both ho- 
« nourable and beneficial to the college itſelf.” _ 
It is aſſerted that © the plan was well . 5 
5 * by 


ONS + See Appendix L | 


1 


| n YS "ng 
that it was agreed to in two comitio by a con 
„ fiderable majority ; but that in the third it 
Jam mere won Gagan, through the 
© influence of the Engliſh univerſities *.” te ba 


| Notwithſtanding the licentiates are ſaid tohave | | 
been neither active in promoting, nor in conduct- 
ing- this propoſition, yet there, was very ſoon af- 
terwards, another ſtatute enacted, which, ſtill more 
than ever, diminiſhed their expectation of candid 
and reaſonable treatment from the college. The 
Statutum alterum De Candidatis, made its firſt ap- 
pearance mne the ſtatutes of 1752. mn 
ne agitited ba the collage. It ſtates, | 
« fas the ſtatute concerning candidates, that it 
«© might be both conſiſtent with itſelf, and with 
« the ſtatute concerning fellows, clearly intended, 
that no one ſhould be admitted into the order 
« of candidates, who was not a doctor of phyſic of 
« either the Univerſity of Oxford or Cambridge, 
although not ſo expreſſed in theſe very words: 
« {eſt any diſpute ſhould ariſe on this ſubject in 

future, we enact and ordain, that no one ſhall 
* enn into che order of candidates, who 
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8 e eee 
Country, &c. 1753. p. nen | 
1 ZR | 


Cambridge, prior to his examinatior 


= b ws ) 
. deres phy of ether the Urne 
| $ of Oxford or of Cambridge.” 5 


eos a 
ſtatutes of 1752, it was already enacted, that, 
* eee: ſhould be admitted into the order of 


- 6 « Briton by birth, and. who had not practiſed 
<« phyfic for four years. That if he had taken 
« his degree in a foreign univerſity, he muſt poſ- 

& eſs and produce teſtimony of his incorpora- 
«© tion, in either hr AO ON 
+,” Then 

wet obo the view of ths Ci As 
If it fimply meant to explain the intention of 
the former ſtatute concerning candidates, it was, 

beyond all doubt, fuperfluous ; for not any thing 
could be more plainly expreſſed, than the obli- 
gation had already been, in the exiſting laws, of 
being incorporated to a doQor's degree in phy- 
fic in Oxford or Cambridge, prior to admiſſion 
into the order of candidates for the fellowſhip of 
the College of Phyſicians in London. 17 f were 
intended to be any thing more than ſimply an ex- 


plöKhnatory ſtatute, the object could not be any 


other than to ſanction, by a further ſtretch of 
power, a ſtill more inſidious encroachment upon 

the Te and PS. of that charter, which 
alone 

* See p. 90, of this bone, | 


* * 


| vital Fung of all their 2 — und — 
and the motive may be juſtly ſuſpeQed, if the 
FVV Ws. 


| [It is ed, d des dee g e 
| Fe ſuppoſing, after the propoſition for admitting 
foreign graduates, made in 17 50, had been aſ- 
ſented to in two cumitia of the college, © That 
ſome, who were averſe from that meaſure, wrote, 
* with great earneſtneſs, for aſſiſtance from the 
_ <, Univerſities of Oxford and Cambridge; who - 
„ ſent up perſons to prevent the college from 
* afferting its independency, and acting with 
«. that freedom which is its right. And that 
« they did this by voting againſt that meaſure, 
2 and by procuring the interpoſition of ſuck an 
: « influence as few had — CRE mw 
L r 180 


That the Sw hos us Cain oe 
not only the offspring of this controverſy, but 
| ee e e angie 


2 Cum Regis Henrici ofavi privata grat. . & parliamenti 


Decretis ſancitum fit, ut Collegium perpetuum Doctorum ©& 


gravium Virorum qui, &c. Viſum eſt nobis Preſidenti & 
Collegio, ut ſtatuta quzdam &  ordinationes pro ſalubri 
gubernatione, & c. ſecundam poteflatem auctoritate N 
conceſſam faciamus. V ide Statuta Cullegii, c. 1765. 

+ Letter from a Phyſ. at: 4:4: emu genes 


wy, 1753- P- 20. 


W 
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mat it intended more than it profelled. to ſignify, - 
may be ee from & the compromiſe that 

„ as made at the time by one of the univerſi- 
_ « ties; that, for the future, mandamus degrees 
* ſhould be given to none but ſuch as ſhould be 
ecommended by the college: and that ſuch 

« as. the college; or any twelve fellows recom- 
e mended, ſhould never be refuſed. on payment 

« of the uſual fees *.” This inference appears 
confirmed, if we conſider the increaſed difficul- 
ties that were thrown in the way of thoſe fo- 
reign graduates, who might be defirous of ad- 
. miſſion into the college as candidates or fellows, 
by the ſubſequent ſtatutes ng * the col - 
1755 in 1765. | 


By thoſe POR 1. & Not any one can be 3 
ce mitted into the order of candidates, who is not 
by birth entitled to all the rights of a Britiſh 
fſubject, and who has not been created doctor 
of phyſic in the Univerſity of Oxford or Cam- 
“ bridge, after having accompliſhed all things 
« preſcribed by its ſtatutes, without unuſual diſ- 
« penſation- or-favour. But if he ſhall have gra- 
< 'duated as a doctor in the Univerſity of Dub- 
< lin, before he is propoſed for election, he ſhall 
«. e to the e ee both letters teſtimonial 
5 = -CC. of | 
Letter from « PhyL. is in Town, de. 1753. p. 20, 21. 
1 See e e N. 
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« of his graduation in Dublin Univerſity; after. 


No. * having performed all preſcribed exerciſes, 


« without unuſual diſpenſation or favour; and 
* likewiſe of his incorporation in one of the 

_ «- univerſities of this kingdom. But not any were 
© to be elected into the order of candidates, by 
virtue of any honorary or mandamus degree, or 
of any degree obtained by e. g _—_— 
= lege, i in either * thoſe univerſities.” 


By (hs Goat Me « Not any one can be 
admitted into the order of fellows, who has 
c not been a candidate for a whole year, except 
“ the king's or queen's ordinary phyſician with 
« ſalary; or a regius profeſſor of medicine, in 
« the Univerſity of Oxford or Cambridge. But 
if he be either the one or the other, he muſt 

< he entitled, by birth, to all the rights of a Bri- 
* tiſh ſubject, and have been created a doctor 
of phyſic in either the Univerſity of Oxford 

« or Cambridge, after having accompliſhed alt 
& things preſcribed by its ſtatutes, without un- 
c uſual diſpenſation or favour ; and if the king's 
* or queen's ordinary phyſician, or a regius pro- 
<« feſfor have taken his doctor's degree in Duty, 
<« lin Univerſity, he is to be ſubjected to the ſame | 
© conditions of producing teſtimonials as are 
” decreed for . into onder of candi- 

| e dates, 


1 „ 
| „ (dates, with the ſame exception to mandamus 
44 Pears bio en dai, coage POO" 5 


Wo. humiliating dender of expreſiian; TY 
in former ſtatutes, ran through all the preſcribed © 
qualifications of the licentiates, is in theſe ſtatutes - 
ledgment as to merit is more liberally expreſſed, 
yet is the effect, as to reward, even more limited 
than before. It is granted, That there are 
% many in the city and ſuburbs qualified both in 
* knowledge and morals for practiſing phyſic.” 
But it is aſſerted, that © the fatures of the college 
* forbid their election into the order of candi- 
« dates or of fellows*.” Can there poſſibly 
be a better criterion, a more ſtriking proof of 
the extreme impropriety and. injuſtice of ſuch 
ſtatutes? The opprobrious conteſt between the 


licentiates and the college, in 1767, occaſioned 


likewiſe a propoſal for reſcinding this ſtatute, 
and for ſubſtituting for it one, very ſimilar to the 
ancient one, ſtating that many in the city and 
ſuburbs  prattiſed phyſic, whom the college 
thought entirely diſqualified for election into the 
number of candidates or of fellows, either be- 

cauſe they were not Britons by birth, or were 
| + « Complures autem in urbe & circuity pradiftis repe- 
* riuntur, tam ſcientia quam moribus idonei, qui medicina 
« facultatem exerceant; quos tamen in Candidatorum vel 


6 Fociorum ordinem cooptari vetant Statuta nf ra. P. 42. 


8 


e r e 


Ta} 


not graduates of "Oxford, Cambridge, or Ban 


Univerſities; or were not ſufficiently learned, or 
not advanced ſufficiently in years, and yet might 
contribute to the health of mankind, at leaſt in 
ſome cures, &c. and ſuch, after due examina- 
tions, were to be permitted to praftiſe, ve! in 

pw tne dep og? e en curationibus, - 


There muſt have been ſome reaſvei thr; the 
partiality ſhown to the graduates of the Univer- 
fity of Dublin, in the college ſtatutes of 1765, 
and in this ſtatute ſubſequently propoſed. It is 
now nearly thirty years ſince the promulgation 
of the former, and not much leſs ſince the pro- 


Plyſic it may have been cuſtomary to confer in 
Trinity College, Dublin, for thirty. years paſt, 
there certainly has not been yet ten years eſta- 


bliſhed, in that college, any thing like a regular 
and ſyſtematical ſchool of phyſic. Almoſt every 


phyſician that has riſen to eminence as a practi- 
tioner in phy/ic in Ireland, I believe all the preſent 


profeſſors, in the different branches of medical 
' ſcience in Dublin Univerſity, received the bet - 


ter part of their medical education, and took 
their doctor's degrees in n phyſte, i in te Wen, 
of Edinburgh. a 


* Alterations inthe eee be propoſed, &c. p. 15, 16. 
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©, 1 oe, in his imme- 


diate profeſſional purſuits, either in the univerſities 


of England or in that of Dublin, when theſe ſta- 


tutes were determined on and enacted, there muſt 
have been ſome other reaſon, than the pretence 
of a better opportunity of acquiring medical 
knowledge in thoſe univerſities, as well for exact- 
ing from phyſicians a document of graduation as 
doctors, after the full performance of preſcribed 
duties at Oxford or Cambridge, prior to admit- | 
ting them into the College of Phyſicians in Lon- 


don: as for the decided and marked preference 


offered to the graduates of Dublin Univerſity, 
both by receiving them in the univerſities of Eng- 


land, ad eundum gradum, and at the College of 


Phyſicians in London, into the order of candi- 
dates, upon the mere ground of their ceremonious 
an a 


If we 8 the ſtatutes, WO. were enacted 
to amerce thoſe admitted into the college, after 
having quitted the Univerſities of Oxford and 
Cambridge, to take their degrees earlier 8 _ = 
univerſities than could be done in at 
might appear at firſt ſight, that the paſiing of a 
given period in ſtudious probation was the eſſen- 
HOOP e London. 
# See p. 9a, 95, of thi — 
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only, under the penalty of proſcription from all 


iber 0 that of the Engliſh Univerſities, as to. 


the periods of taking degrees: and had the cob - 


lege adopted any regulation, which had eſtabliſhed 
ſome uniform and determinate period of proba - 
tion, the ſemblance of reaſonableneſs might have 
been traced in the exaction. But ſurely there is 


neither the ſhadow of wiſdom, nor of public uti- 


lity, in compelling; every ſtudent of phyſic to 
reſide and graduate in one of two univerſities 


ments may entitle him to—eſpecially in univerſi- 
ties, which are A RO: 
of medical improvement. 


. wed nb eee chit ave 1 
which had reference to the time alone, uncon- 

nected with the Place of ſtudy, would neither 
have promoted the view of local aggrandize- 
ment, nor could have been reconciled to the 


diſtin uſages of the univerſities of England, 
when the ſtatutes of the college of London were 


made public. There was then an actual diffe- 
rence of full three years, in the time demanded 


for taking a doctor's degree in one univerſity and : 
the other: and upon the principle of objecting 


to thoſe, who hurried to a degree, the graduates 
of Oxford Es as well have. excluded the gra- 
duates 
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few engage in the purſuit of any 5 
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of a phyſician. / The other, that the 
inſt thoſe, e mans > 
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the college, and denied all title to admiſſion. 
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I we conſider, for a moment, the fact as to the 
time, which the Engliſh univerſities require for 
a dottor's degree in phyſic, it will appear, that 
there is an oſtentatious diſplay of a long pe- 
riod of ſtudy, which, perhaps, not any graduate 
e e eee abe . all have it in 


* 
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The degree of doctor of phyſic may be no, 
taken, at Oxford, in eleven years from the time of 
GT 5 * See p. 92, 93, of this pamphlet. - | 


vided ſo much were 


- 


as * 
matriculation ; 37 but there are pr 
to be achieyed, before. the. degree. of doctor can 


be conſerred. Such are the degree of bachelor in 


- arts. obtainable. in four years; that of maſter, of 
arts in three years more ; that of bachelor in phy- 
fic in one year afterwards: and three years ſub- 
| ſequent. to this is the period for taking the-de- 
gree « of doctor i in phyſic. JJ 
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At Oxford, there are four terms in each acade- 
mical year, which together make, according to 
their ſpecification in the ſtatute books, about thir- 
ty-two weeks, the remainder of the ſolar year con- 
ſtitutes the vacations; of the whole of the eleven 
ſolar years, therefore, which muſt neceſſarily paſs 
away before the ſtudent in phyſic can arrive at 
doQtoral honours, there are but little more than 
fix years and three quarters to be reckoned as 
the time required of him by-the univerſity ; for 
the eleven academical years, or forty- four terms, 
compriſe a period of leſs than ſeven years. This, 
certainly, could not be conſidered as a contemp- 
tible proportion of the whole apparent time, pro- 
employed at the uni- 
verſity, and in actual application. This, however, 
is by no means the caſe, for reſidence at the uni- 
verſity is diſpenſed with, after the cribed ex- 
erciſes have deen r* for the 8 of 


- 


— 
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maſter of arts *: the ſtudent in phyſſe, the 
when he has accompliſhed that degree, has oy 
to go thither at the ſtated periods, for a day per- 
haps, to receive wot bane nes: _ 


. 


Thus UH eee 
ment of a doctor's degree in phyſic, appears to 
amount only to the ſeven academical years of 
reſidence profefſedly required for a maſter's de- 
gree in arts: and if thoſe ſeven years, or twen- 
ty-eight terms, were bond fide to be kept to 
their fulleſt extent, they would not compriſe a 
period of four years and a half of actual time of 
reſidence; conſequently the whole period of lo- 
cal ſtudy for a doctor's degree in pbylic, at Ox- 
ford, nominally eleven years, proves to be, in 
fact, not even four years and a half; and this 
calculation is made under the idea of a more 
ſcrupulous exactneſs in . 
ever nnn _—_— 


* Quod fi quis Exercitia ad Gradum Magiſtralem requiſita 
preeſtiterit, & reliquum temporis ſpatium in bonarum litera- 
rum ſtudio poſuerit in alia quacunque Academia, licebit ei 
tempus id omne imputari, ac ſi in hae ipſa Academia fuiſſet 
inſumptum : Conſtet id modo, ac teſtatum fit ſub Sigillo Aca - 
demiz in qua ſe ſtuduiſſe proſitetur, aut alioqui Teſtimonio 
fide digno. n n. 
0:34 
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| The ſtatutes of the nnn 
erregten ang for + bachelor's de- 


that of a maſter of arts: eee as 


in which ſtudents do not avail themſelves, to the 
fulleſt extent of this diſpenſation. Admitting 
then four years and a half to be the whole of 
the time of reſidence, that is ever actually ob- 
ſerved for the degree of maſter of arts, if we de- 
duct the five terms diſpenſed with by the uni- 


verſity ſtatutes, then is the actual time of local 


ſtudy ſtill greatly reduced, and may be eſtimated 
at the utmoſt to be three years and a half. If we 


of matriculating and of graduating are always 


reckoned, although, perhaps, not more than a 
day of either be ſpent in the univerſity for the 


purpoſe ; and that ſtudents, ſo far from reſiding 
through any entire term, are ſeldom at the uni- 
verſity until after the commencement, and as fel- 

dom remain there until the end of the term f, 
| bla it 


Pro abſentia Terminorum-ducrum, f Gradum Bacca- 
laurei in Artibus ambiat quis; trium, fi Gradum Magiſtralem. 


Pareed. fue excerp. e corpore Statutor. Univ,” Ox. p. 107. . 


I Quoniam haud pauci ſingulis Terminis, unum aut alterum 
Diem in Univerſitate commorantes, Officio ſuo & Statutis ſatis · 


feciſſe, & vel ſic Terminos ad Gradum requiſitos compleviſſe ſe 


putant; Statutum eſt, quod nemo Terminos ad Gradum ſuum 
e * Terminis, 


7? I e de nl aſſerted, der u bor few" in 
ſtances do ſtudents reſide in the Univerſity of 
Oxford, for more than three years out of the pro- 
feſſed eleven, to obtain, . we ud Ss o 4, 
| —— 2 . | i 5 
he period of PI indeed, is mae 
further abridged than already deſcribed; for, by 
adopting a method, which is allowed by ſome 
_ of the colleges, and which is known in the uni- 
verſity by the expreflive appellation of Term trot- 
ting, a ſtudent may ſyſtematically perform every 
exerciſe requiſite for his degrees as a phyſician, 
and come forth into the world, at the end of 
eleven years, egregie cordatus homo, without apo 
ing, in reality, reſided and ſtudied in the uni- 
am oe key tore pt of the e time.” 
Would any man, who tins; in teas 
b way, arrived at his doctorſhip in phyſic 
Michaelis & Hilarii, per integrum Menſem; Termino autem 
Paſchatis, per tres Septimanas; Termino demum Trini- 
N 
fuerit, & Exercitia, juxta Statuta, ibidem frequentaverit. 
Excepto ſemper Termino, in quo quis Gradum ſuſcep- 
turus eſt, cujus primus dies, juxta receptam antiquitus con- 
ſuetudinem, habetur pro Termino completo. Excepto etiam 
Termino, in quo quis primum ad Academiam accedens Ma- 
triculatur, cujus ultimus dies pro integro Termino reputatur. 
Parech. fue Excery, c corpore Stau. Univ. Ox. p. 8 


| 9 with all the rights e 
ſhip, if, when examined there, he ſhould be 
excluſion of others, who, in actual ſtudy; have 
completed a period of more than the utmoſt 
£ — ago Wigs univerſity of 
„ and who are ready to ſubmit to any 
Hind eg of probuticn at ths Gallege-of Phyſici- 
ans, with the graduates of that, or of any other 
univerſity, not merely illegal as has been demon- 
ſtrated, but irreconcilable with any liberal prin- 
ciple. That it originated in the narrow ſpirit 
of monopoly, there cannot remain a doubt; nor 
can it be doubted, that the privilege of continu- 
ing it is inſiſted upon, more from —— 
: deen its equity, n the fab of i . 8 


e eee 1 
en under conſideration a ſtatute relating to 
honorary fellows, with a view to admit ſuch as 
had been regularly educated i in A univer- 
ſities into that order, and to diſtinguiſh fro 

licentiates, who had not obtained ee. In 1921, 
at their Comitia majora ordinaria in June, the col- 
lege, with the profeſſed deſign of eſtabliſhing a 


criterion, by which might be ee the 


* * 3 e at 4 4.457 
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e . e — | 
in, and to be acknowledged by either of the uni- 


verſities of England, unanimouſly determined to 
receive an. order of honorary feffows *." 


8 1 W . 2 9 1 2 


Their motives for ithis,.and the 
„r 
were expreſſed in the following ſtatute .fot-that 


*< Jt a prudently and u dee 
«by our anceſtors, that thoſe, who had received 
« the higheſt hohours from the Univerſities of this 
kingdom of England, ſhould alſo enjoy parti- 
© cular privileges in the college, and obtain a 
< place under the name of Fellows. But that 
* they might not appear ivattentive to the public 
* good, they admitted many to practiſe, who 
were reputed unfit to be adopted into the 
“ number of fellows, either becauſe they had 
not taken a doctor's degree, or were not ſuffi- 
ciently learned, or for other ſimilar cauſes, 

c aſſiſt mankind, at leaſt in ſome cures. 
1 When 


* V 
liſt of members ume . 


+ See Appendix P. 
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„ which were to be received thoſe, who were 
*. liberally educated, and who were known to be 


* 6 
k So F = ; : : - 


We, 2 eee this inſtitution, and 


cc enatt and ordain, that no one be admitted an 
en _ has not * 4 


” ae een e in 
< an honorary fellow, we leave thoſe entirely to 
« th judgment of the fellows, that they may de- 


K... 
« learning. 


66 8 ſhall 15 to the treakirer, 1 


for the uſe of the college, ove hundred pounds 


«* of. lawful money of Great Britain, befides the 
«© uſual payments to the- prefident, cenſors, treaſurer, __ 
4 regiſter, and beadle, due according to the ſtatutes, 
4 and the neceſſary expence for a diploma. - And 
<. finally, having ſubſcribed his name, he ſhall 
« promiſe that he will diligently obſerve all the 
“ honorary fellows before admiſſion, or that he 
« will willingly pay the fines e for non- 
85 W ee * . . | 
There is 6 ſe to vations; that this 8 
| feſed and real view of this ſtatute were very dif- 
ferent. The integrity of its declared motive, the 
conferring honour on meritorious practitioners, - 
may unqueſtionably be ſuſpected, from the enor- 
mous demand made by the college for the pur- 
chaſe of that honour. To diſtinguiſh thoſe, who 
had been regularly educated as phyſicians Ih fo- 
reign univerſities from the /icentiates, who had not 
taken a degree, or to curb ſtill more rigidly the am- 
bition of the unſkilful, was -palpably a pretence ; 
for the licenſe of the college conferred: not any 
degree. Thoſe, who had not previouſly gradu- 
ated were never digniſied in the college catalogues 
with the title of Doctor. Admiſhon under this 
„ | ſtatute, 


DE aa „ | a + 123 4 f 
5 "i; as an honorary fellow, was not any real 
proof and criterion of ſuperior learning; for le 
very licentiates, thoſe minus docti, capable of 


curing ſome diſeaſes only, who were by this ſta- 


tute to be ſtill further ſtigmatized by an odious 


implication of inferiority, had already given a 


better proof of learning than was to be demanded 

from theſe honorary fellows, for they had ſuſtained 
a ilregſold ſcrutiny of their knowledge and ac- 
quirements, having been ſubjected to three exa- 
minations; while one was conſidered ſufficient to 
didate n. | 4251 ee 


If te dt nn babe age n. 


in all likelihood have appeared, that the pecu- 


in ſtimulating them to this public diſplay of their 


liberality and candour. It is at leaſt rendered 
- Probable, that their wiſh was to obtain a con- 
ſiderable number of ſuch honorary members; for 
the ſtatute itſelf was immediately followed by 


a letter to the two univerſities, acknowledging 


that, among them, an academical education was 
reckoned of the utmoſt conſequence ; therefore thoſe, 
whom the univerſities had. dignified. with hon- 


ours, were received into the College of Phyſicians, 
as kindred and affociates, with leſs difficulty, 
1 | ed Was. __-+,.,.and 


. 
* 
- 
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and at expences conſiderably leſs 98 8 
But they now requeſted them not to confer any 

degrees in phyſic for the future on thoſe, who 

courſe of diſpenſation and favour at the univer- 

ſities of England, many might be driven to take 
eee eee wee ve AE. 
for nn in hike e e of iiaglaiah 
And ſuch might willingly embrace the favour- 
able opportunity, on their return, of purchaſing 
an honorary fellowſhip of the College of 'Phyſi- 
cians, rather than ſuffer the imputation of im- 


Plied deficiency in learning and in ſkill. 


The ftatute for the admiſſion of honorary fel- 
enattedf. Notwithſtanding the repeal of this 
ſtatute, which had opened a convenient door for the 
wealthy to a degree of nominal dignity as phyſi- 
_cians, which any abilities they might have poſ- 
ſeſſed would never have procured: them ; NOOR: 


l Q. 55 „ 
V ears 
cember 172 5, it was propoſed. that this ſtatute ſhould be re- 
pealed in conſequence of the diſputes, which had been occa- 
fioned by it. "The repeal was agreed to, and in January 1746 | 
ar onda, ww gong | 


RR 


ee e of favour onthole, 
1 0 oth e. b þ ova pan ef 


* 


n thi eee 775 we find; « If 
any one, having applied bimſelf to ſtudy for 
four years in any univerſity, had taken a de- 
« gree in medicine, and ſhould appear worthy of 
the peculiar” favour of the college, that it 
« ſhould be allowable, after he had been three 
«years of the number of licentiates, to ele& him 
into the order of candidates. This was to be 
done by a majority of the fellows preſent at 
; «the Comitia 'majora ordinaria, held the day after 
« Michaelmas-day, provided the election were 
« ſanctioned by twenty ſuffrages received by pri- 
« vate ballot, and not any other fatutes of the 
college rendered him ineligible to the benefit.” 
In the alterations of the ſtatutes propoſed by a 
committee of the college, about 1768, © f It was 
« recommended to render it allowable for any 
fellow of the college, to propoſe any one to be 
examined, of thirty years of age, who had 
taken his degree, after having purſued the 
<« ſtudy of phyſic for three years in any univer- 
* ſity; provided that either the Univerſity of 


"> te Appin 
| + See Appendix 8. 
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« phyſic likewiſe.” Te ba veg to bis ere 


day after Michaelmas- day, in the following 


| the power of recommending one, only, in two 


« the Comitia majora, held the day after Michael- 
. mas-day, and then only; and if aſſented to by 
« a majority of fellows preſent; he was to be 
examined three times, ſo that his third exami- 
nation ſhould be at the Comitia majora, held the 


« year. If approved in every examination, he 
« was to be propoſed immediately by the preſi- 
« dent for election into the number of candi- 
« dates, and if two thirds of the fellows preſent 
« aſſented, he was to be admitted, provided 


3 neither the law, of the land, aur ay other fame 


© of the Eire; ent him from: yang 
that e 5 


Some fy ICs e 
in the college of allowing the preſident, for the 


time being, to recommend, annually, two of the . 


licentiates, for election into the fellowſhip. The 
privilege had not been very long enjoyed, before 
the college conceived it to be too extenſive. 5 


They, therefore, deprived the preſident of a 


moiety of his new prerogative, and conſined him 
to the recommendation of one licentiate, only, in 

the year. This diminiſhed indulgence, in its 
turn, appeared too great, and it was leflened to 


admiſon, eee we A bg e ed, 
from a conviction, that the only legal and the 
only juſt medium of admiſſion, to the fellow- 
ſhip of the college, is a candid and equal ex- 
amination of the learning and profeſſional abilities 
e eee 
ö _ or be ee for election. 


bi It is wagthy to Sis remajked,. — that 
not any licentiate, who has been honoured with 


ſo diſtinguiſhed a mark of the approbation of the 
college as admiſſion in conſequence, has ever 
been conſidered ſo defective in learning, or in 
medical knowledge and ſx ill, as to render his 
being examined again neceſſary, notwithſtanding 
in the election of ſome of them, their admiſſion 
has been oppoſed by a number of the fellows of 
the college, nearly Gqual to che number of thoſe 


| who, from being - a Aicite have voted = 


* 


There is; 83 gute tack KY re | 
copy of 1765, which manifeſtly implies that the 
| teſt of learning, and medical information, given 
by a licentiate, is ſuch, as e e quali- 


« the ls 2 be u ſhall not — 
< have been examined according to the form 
« preſently to be deſcribed, er rather 
zer of licemtiates*.” Still the admiſſion was to 
be ſperiali gruta. It was a kind of medium of 
incorporation to the fellowſhip of the 
ſubſtituted for the aboliſned ir oh * being 
incorporated in the univerſities. 


Is there a man; who has ever been admitted 

into the fellowſhip of the college ſpeciali gratis, 
who, conſidering the circumſtances” of his ad- 
miſſion, can truly ſay, that he himſelf eſtimates 

an honourable acceſſion to his character? 

| | vey there ure ſome; who, if they'tiewe for: 
bility as men, in any proportion to their genuine 
merit as phyſicians, will feel themſelves but little 

elated by ſuch an admiſſion. e 


Men, who delight in the Biene, cents 
the trade of phyfic with abhortence. They ob- 
ſerve with pity and diſguſt, the meanneſs of con- 
dukt, the diſtruſt and ill-will, which BP 
have but little to appretiend from competition: 

2 Nane af i ———— n 
rum ordinem admittatur, qui non prius examinatus & appro- 
batus fuerit ſecundum formam mox preſcribendam. p. 31. 


+ 


tions. The narrowneſs and illiberality of the by- 
laws of the cc llege ſeem to have communicated to 
thoſe, who have been from time to time intereſted 
in their continuance, an unconquerable averſion 
from every effort in the licentiates to obtain a 
reaſonable redreſs of their grievances: an averſion, 
which the moſt candid appeals cannot induce them 
to moderate, notwithſtanding the rigorous exer- 
ciſe of their authority has been the frequent 
ſource of remonſtrance from even ſome of their 
oy number, and of public admonition from men 


of the higheſt official ſituations in the law. 


% 


* 


7 
R 


In 1688, the college was admoniſhed by Lord 
1700, a petition was preferred to the Lord Chan- 
cellor Somers, and to the judges, by ſeveral fel- 
lows of the college, complaining That a pre- 


8 


« vailing party of the college had combined to- 


« gether in a fraudulent and ſurreptitious manner, 
* and made illegal ſtatutes and by-laws, and an- 
*nexed rigorous penalties, &c.'—In 1702, as 
already ſtated, they were 


9 


33 


8 * * 
cuſed by Sir Richard 
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„et, Sit) „And in 768, they were cau- 
tioned” by Lord Mansfeld, * 
their groun« of adio ſo much, that 
even a Boerhaave ſhould be reſident bere, he 
could not be admitted into their fellowſhip*.” 
And his lordſhip ſaid upon the ſame occaſion; 1 
would recommend it to he college, to take the 
© beſt advice in reviewing their ſtatutes; and to 
attend 0 the defign and intention of the crown . 
4 purliament in theit *inflitition. I ſee a ſource of 
4 great diſpute and litigation in them, as theß 
«-now ſtand: there has not, as it ſhould ſeem, 
been due conſideration had of the charter, or 
legal advice taken in forming chem fz“ a hint 
which he repeated in i771. Theſe latter admo- 
nitions, eſpecially, were ſerious and important ; 
But what was the teſult of them? A new ſta- 
tute, which pointed out a road for the licentiates 
to 2 ka ene but * en wig ſje arr have, 
t Weenatt and ordain, (ſays the ſtatute) that 
« if any one” ſhall have been ſeven whole years 
* of che mathber uf ae n have been ad- 
4% $19 6 (fem . ( 74 -mitted 
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„Bez v. Dr. Aſkew & al: Bur. Rep F. io! I high: 
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—— 


. N wound, and ſhall | have 
h year; it ſhall be al- 


. 


% him, for examination, at the 0 
© andinaria held the day: after ae 
« if the majority of the [fellows preſent aſſent 

« to it, he ſhall be examined (according to the 
under mentioned form) at me three, following 


« examination he-ſhall be approved by a ma- 
« jority of the fellows preſent at thoſe Comitia, he 
“ may be propoſed for admiſſion into the order 


«, of fellows, by the preſident 


« andöif a majority of fellows then/ 8 aſ⸗ 
"aa he may be, as ſoon as convenient; ad- 
© mitted ;-if neither the law of the lands ar a 


ee fatwe f our calle," render him ine 


« receive-that favole.” e 14 5 > 
2 f + ; „ 3 mw” A 83 1 
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Thus, en a Aenne e given e re. 
tile phyſic, in all, caſts, « as a 

diſtinct examinations at the college, to obtain a 

ments ſeven. years experience in actual = 


e years of age, a 


IN that may poſſibly be decided by caprice or reſent-" 
ment, as they are il 
determined at general meetings of the nb; 


"4 ih 1 — N * . 2 N Cys I c N * 
TVñ! . ro i : 
* z * : LS - . "MX" : on 7 OI 2 
/ a A . ) £® a 9 a 


* 2 - * 
Gn BE: * 


[ 1% 1 


propoſe him, upon one particular day in the yea. my oY 
| his admiſſion! is not to be "accompliſhed, unt! 


after three further e 


the tet ne lb 
ſuſpence, and the riſk of five difiuct ballots 7 ball 


2 + 


and ultimately to be 


who, as individuals, are n 


bound by any oath 


to make a fair deciſion; and ho have generally 


ſhown themſelves indifferent, or under the in- 


fluence of prejudice, in all concerns, of which 


the object ear ebend. erte 
OY or to exalt cooper e OY 125 


It bene may btein his doc: | 
torſhip | in phyſic, at Oxford or Cambridge, with- 
the univerſity, either: before de period wen 3 


ſoever he may have acquired his knowledge, is 
admitted into the fellowſhip of the college of 


London, from the mere accident of local gradu- 


ation, twelve months after he has paſſed three 
examinations, which are eſſentially the fame, as 
every licentiate is ſubjected to for permiſſion to 
practiſe. Can then any reaſonable being, upon 


the principle of candour or moderation, juſtify 


_ conditions, under which —— to the fel- 
0 5 EJ woa 


"pn. * N 
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We) riſk of ſo rigorous: a by-law,” an 
has been made by a licentiate to 
— for 
a fellow of the college, that this 


man ſhould. be admitted to examination accord- | 
| examination was refuſed, as I am 
himſelf, after every artifice had been exerted by — 


: 1 „ a T4 
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. — A 4 8 Kg Won . a 1 


Is this like the equitable oonduẽt ſuggeſted 
Lord Mansfield, when he pointed out to the col- 


of them conformable to the intention + 
of the crown. and parliament, in granting their 
charter? Allow that their - indignation - might 1 


have been rouſed by reiterated oppoſition ; ſnall ; 
the plea of vindictive reſentment be, for ever, an 
excuſe for the oppreflive meaſures. of an incor- | 
| porated ſociety? For the public meaſures of a 
ſociety, whoſe boaſted pre-eminence is founded = 
only on a preſumed ſuperiority of learning? For 
the meaſures. of men, who, while they ſtigma 
tize others with the -imputation of ignorance — 
and illiberal conduct, are not themſelyes un- > 
J Yep be: 0 . 


2 SIE 4 130 4 
tainted with the leaven, which WEE ou * 
ſcornfully to rejett nor do they eee 
corporate proceedings, any proof of 
kat es which is theonly eee 
riſtic of the high cultivation of ingenuous minds? 
That their proceedings have not a nearer allianet 
with juſtice, than with reaſon, may be clearly 
inferred from the declared opinions of men moſt 
ee in the law. 8 EX? 

82. NM ien . in THY „„ 

Go Fit Ws {faid Lord Manfreld) that Go 
are ſome amongſt the lioentiates unfit to be re- 
ceived into any ſociety, it is à breach of truſt 
in the college to licenſe perſons altogether 
unfit, —[t/ has been ſaid, that there ate many 
amongſt the licentiates, who would do honour 
to the college, or any ſociety of which they 
ſhould be members, by their ſkill and learning, 
as well as other valuable and amiable qualities, 
and that the college themſelves, as well as every 
body elſe, are ſenſible that this is in fact true 
and undeniable. If this be ſo, how can any 
by-laws, which exclude the poſſibility of ad- 
mitting ſuch perſons into the college, ſtand 

with the truſt repoſed in them, of admitting 
all that are fit? If their by-laws interfere with 
their exerciſing their own judgment, or prevent 
them from receiving into their body perſons 
5 66 
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© due qualifications, is intitled. to have a 
and I think that he ought, if he deſires it, to 
be admitted into the college , and again ; 


'* Rex v. Dr. Aſkew & aP. Buy. Rep. V. iv. f 410. 
"+ About the year 1768. 15 Ki ; | 
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Nothing enn make u und U Mt UN a 
2 dee Without the att of the college. The firſt 
akt to be done, by them, is their Judging of the 
« qualifications of the candidate. The admiſ- 
« ſion, into the fellowſhip, is an act ſubſequent to 
« that—The main end of the corporation is to 
keep up the fucceſſion, and it was to be kept 
„ up by the admiſſion of fellows after examina- 
tion. The power of examining, and of ad- 
on mitting after examination, was not an arbi- 
« trary power, but a power coupled with a truſt. 
«They are bound to admit every perſon, whom, 
upon examination, they think to be fit to be 
admitted within the deſcription of the charter, 
« and the act of parliament which confirms it. 
The perſon, who comes within that deſcrip- 
„tion, has a right to be admitted into the fel- 
„ Jowſhip. He has a claim to ſeveral exemp- 
« tions, privileges, and advantages, attendant 
e upon admiſſion into the fellowſhip: and not 
© only the candidate himſelf, if found fit, has a 
« perſonal right, but the public has alſo a right 
to his ſervice, and that not only as a phyſician, 5 
„ hut as a cenſor, an eleQ, as an officer in the 
offices to which he will, he phy 6 
2 come'Eligible'*.” KEY 4 


Dn there poſihy, be given an n. more 


+ Rexy, Dr, Aller & al. Bur. Rep, 7 iv. p. 196, 


. the e eee 
« from that illegal by-law, now at an end, which 
1 reſtrained the number of fellows to twenty. 
© were obliged to admit all ſuch as came within 
dhe terms of the charter “. And fili furt 
* obliged,” in conformity to the truſt and con- 
ſidence repoſed in them, by the crown and the 
“ public, to admit all that are fit, and to reject 
«all that are unfit. But their conduct in the 
cc ought to be fair, candid, and unprejudiced : 
© not arbitrary, capricious, or biaſſed, much leſs 
* warped by prejudice or perſonal diſlike f. 


* * 


* 


that the by-laws of the college have been, fre- 
quently, the ſubje& of doubt, diſpute, and ani- 
madverſion, it would be, upon that ground alone, 
fair to 1a oper re have not been-framed 


* 5 os? + q p 2 8 1 1 * 7 


5 - But-i e been rendered clear, that a mo- 
nopoly of the privileges of the College of 


* Rex v. Dr. Aſkew, & al, N Pol. 10. f. 2197, 2198. 
+ Ibid. p. 2:88, 2189. 
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en . 


Cambridge, was not originally intended. Thar 
it is not at any time legal is well eſtabliſhed 


likewiſe, upon the authority of Lord Man 


field. If it were neceſſary to enforte the opi- 


nion of one of the firſt lawyers, that ever ſat in 


judgment in an -Engliſh court of judicature, it is 

particularly ſtrengthened by that of Judge Aſton, 
who ſat with Lord Mansfield on the bench, when 
the opinions, which I have quoted, were given. 
With all the inſpection I have uſed,” {/aid Fudge 
Alon 4 from the firſt charter, to Queen Mary, 
*I cannot find any diſtinction made between 
4 the members of this corporation. How it 
« crept in afterwards might be difficult to ac- 
« tial licenſes, upon which ſo much ſtreſs has 


< been laid, will not, in my opinion, impugn the 


ancient uſage; for we ſee in different periods 


*La moſt manifeſt alteration, and the words quite 
different in the manner of admiſſion; until 


4 reduced it to the certainty, which has ſince 


« obtained, which, queſtionleſs, owes its foun- 


dation to an illegal act in the college itſelf, 
« by arrogating a power to admit or refuſe at 
« their own free will. Whereas they are oblig- 
“ ed to admit e have proved their 

SE . 


* 


83 "T5 57 hack 4-2 £ 


tigation of their competency and fitneſs, are | 


founded in uſurpation; an uſurpation which can- 
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miles round, from the reign of Elizabeth to the 

| Preſent reign, have been chiefly of three kinds, 
and almoſt all were gs En eee 
be gere ne 

C7 4 

x The firſt, to interdift ſuch. perſons the right of 
 praftiſing as had not been examined and admit- 


ted, in which the college. were always ſucceſsful, - 


even in oppoſition to the plea of excluſive pri- _ 


vilege in the graduates of Oxford and Cambridge. 
Need there. a - ſtronger argument be urged: to 
prove, that it was never intended to give the 
graduates of thoſe univerſities excluſive, or even 
peculiar rights in the College of Phyſicians? The 
ſecond, to puniſh. perſons found guilty of mala 
praxis, ſeveral of whom were admitted phyſicians; 
| 7770700 
. 4 


„63 
by-laws; in theſe inſtances were legally and fairly 
| exerciſed, the gubernatio, ſuperviſus & correctio cui- 
legii & omnium hominum medicinam exercentium, c. 
But it is illegally exerciſed, when that government 
is ſtretched to exclude the able and the wiſe from 


the corporate advantages of the college; or to 


1 


der the by-laws, and yet to treat thoſe by- 


mite reaſoning, hilt it carries convition 
along with it, determines the claim to be not 
under the liceniſe already obtained, nor under 
the by-laws; which relate” to the permiſſion of 
| ractiſe; but under the charter of 
aun qualiftion without che leaſt rege 


of learning and of ſcience. It is to be 
that ſuch protection ſo ſeldom engages the conſi- 
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been indebted to the foſtering care of Sir 


operation. The 
felt in rot of «clauſe, 
d all phyſicians from 
— — 
tural ſubjects of 


might have ſerved 


F 
to 
extend 
but the advantages could 
Porary purpoſe, 
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The brighteſt talents, if not in alliance with the 
univerſities gn are unavailing titles to pa- 
tronage from the corporate ſociety of the college. 
The blaze of unconnetted genius may by accident 
diſplay its brilliancy, but it has to burſt its ar- 
duous way through a denſe cloud of inveterate 
_ prejudice. Men of the greateſt vigour of mind 
are often thus depreſſed, and condemned to toil 
in obſcurity, excluded from all the legal privileges, 
to which talents and induſtry, learning and vir- | 
tue fairly and unequivocally entitle them; whilſt _ 
the groſſeſt ignorance and empiric iriciſm, the moſt 
atrocious knavery in phyſic is tolerated and fuf- 
fered to roll on, in an uninterrupted courſe of 
luxurious proſperity. 5 


When the cauſe of all this is done away, 
when the ſtream of profeſſional preferment is 
reſtored to its original channel, and the ſource 
of profeſſional fame to its original purity, we 
may look forward to the accompliſhment of the 
0 " for which the faculty of phyſic was 
E” e 
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imprimis fore, fi improborum conatibus tempeſtive occur- 
= apprime neceſſarium duximus improborum quoque 
hominum, qui medici „ for cane quinn 
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vell, Johannis Franciſci & Robert n 
præcipue Reverendiſſimi in Chriſto Patris, ac Domini Domini 
ren Sancte eee eee e 
| & Regni noſtri Angliz Cancer charifmi, precbus incl 


medicinara in be nh Ine u bie intraque fep- 
tem millia paſſuum ab ea urbe quaquaverſus publice exerceant, 
inſtitui volumus atque imperamus. Cuibas tum ſui honoris 
tum publicæ utilitatis nomine care, ut ſperamus, erit, malitio- 

forum, quorum meminimus, inſcitiam temeritatemque, tam exemplo 
— gravitateque ſua deterrere, quam per leges noſtras nuper editas, 
ac per Confitutiones per idem Collegium condendas punire. Que 
quo facilius rite peragi poſſint, memoratis doctoribus Johanni 


Chamber, Thome Linacre, Fernando de Victoria, medicis 


noſtris, Nicholai Halſewell, Johanni Franciſco, & Roberto 
Yaxley, medicis, concefimus quod ig omne/que homines  ejuſdem 
facultatis de && in Civitate prædicta fint, in re & nomine, unum 
Corpus & communitas perpetua five collegium perpetuum. Et 
quod eadem communitas five collegium, ſingulis annis, in perpe - 
tuum, eligere poſſint & facere de communitate illa aliquem 
providum virum, & in facultate medicinæ expertum, is præ- 
fidentem ejuſdem Collegii fve Communitatis ad ſupervidendum, 
recognoſcendum, & gubernandum, pro illo anno, collegium 
fue communitatem prædictam, & omnes homines ejuſdem 
facultatis, & negotia eorundem: Et quod iidem, prafidens, 
Collegium five communitas habeant ſuccęſtanem perpetuam & 
perpetuum, ſerviturum : Et quod ipfi & ſucceſſores ſui, in per- 
petuum, int perſon habiles & capaces ad perquirendum & 
poſſidendum, in feodo & perpetuitate, terras & tenementa, 
redditus & alias poſſeſſiones quaſcunque; conceſſimus etiam 
eis & ſucceſſoribus ſuis, pro nobis & heredibus noſtris, quod 
ipſi & ſucceſſores ſui poſſint perquirere ſibi & ſucceſſoribus 
ſuis, tam in dicta urbe quam extra, terras & tenementa quæ - 


; . 149 1 
5 — en, Et 
quod jgf per'nomine prpfulentic, cellegi fx commmnitatc facul- 
Es. rn 
Et quod prædictus præſidens, collegium fve communitas & 
ce orum ſucceſſores congregationes licitas & honeftas de ſeipſis, ac 
fatuta & ordinationes pro ſaluùri gubernatione, ſuperviſu & cor- 
rectione collegii /ex communitatis prædictæ, & omnium ho- 
minum eandem facultatem in dicta civitate, ſeu per ſeptem 
wmilliaria in circuitu ejuſdem civitatis, exercentium, ſecundum 
neceſſitatis exigentiam, quoties & quando opus fuerit, facere 
Pg gens gn e fine impedimento noſtrorum here- 
dum vel Ar letram, fon; 
— & aliorum ballivorum, vel miniſtrorun: 
rum, heredum vel ſucceſſorum noſtrorum quorumcunque. 
Conceflimus etiam eiſdem prafidenti & collegio ſen commu- 
nitati & ſucceſſoribus ſuis quod nemo, in dicta civitate aut per 
mme | 
——— eee eee ee eee 
per ejuſdem praædentis & collegii literas figillo ſuo communi figil- 
nobis & heredibus noſtris, & dimidium dio præſidenti & 
collegio applicandum. Præterea volumus & concedimus 
ak eee | 
tempore exiſtenti & - earum Gans in nee 
guatuor, fingulis annis, per iges eligentur, qui habeant ſuper- 
viſum & ſcrutinium, correctionem & gubernationem omnium 
_& ſingulorum dictæ civitatis medicorum utentium facultate 
medicinæ, in eadem civitate, ac aliorum medicorum forin- 
ſecorum quorumcunque facultatem illam medicinæ, aliquo 
modo, frequentantium & utentium, infra eandem civitatem 
| | 4 
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. 1 . e ee ee = 
ejuſdem civitatis; ac punitionem eorundem pro delictis ſuis 

in non bene exequenda, facieada, & utenda illa; nec non 
Bgeis noſtris, pro corum infirmitatibus curandis & ſanandis, dan 
darum, imponendarum & utendarum, quotiens & quando opus ? 
fuerit pro commodo e utilitate eorundem ligeorum noſtrorum. 
Ita quod punitio hujuſmodi Medicorum utentium dicta facultate 

Mliedicin, fic in præmiſſis delinquentium, per fines, amercia- 
menta, & impriſonamenta corporum ſuorum & per alias vias 

rationabiles & congruas exequatur. Volumus etiam & conce- 
tur, neque eorum aliquis ſummoheatur aut ponatur in ali quibus 
affiis, juratis, inqueſtis, inquiſitionibus, attinRis, & aliis re- 
cognitionibus 'infra dictam civitatem & ſuburbia ejuſdem, in 
poſterum, coram Majore & Vicecomitibus, ſeu Coronatoribus 
dictæ civitatis noſtræ pro tempore exiſtenti, capiendis, aut 

Hh per aliquem Officiarium ſeu Miniſtrum ſuum, vel Officiarios 

ive Miniſtros ſuos, ſummonendis, licet lidem Jurati, Inquiſi- 

tiones ſeu recognitiones ſummoniti fuerint ſuper brevi vel bre- 

' vibus noftris vel heredum noſtrorum de recto. Sed quod dicti 

3 Magiſtri five Gubernatores ac Communitas facultatis antedicta 

& Succeſſores ſui, & eorum quilibet, dictam facultatem exercen · 

tes, verſus nos, heredes & Succefſores noſtros, ac verſus Ma- 

jorem & Vice-comites Civitatis noſtre preediftze pro tempore K 
exiſtenti, & quoſcunque Officiarios & Miniſtros ſuos, ſint inde 
quieti & penitus exonerati in perpetuum per præſentes. Pro- 
viſo quod liter noſtræ ſeu aliquid in iis contentum non ce- 
dent in prejudicium Civitatis noſtree Londini ſeu libertatis ejuſ- 


es 1 161 1 „ 
P 
| hc tempora, facto, edito, ordinato ſeu proviſo in aliquo non 
obſtatte: In cujus rei teſtimoniuty bas literas noſtras fieri 
fecimus patentes. Teſte meipſo Weſtmonaſterium, Vi- 
_ cefimo- tertio die Septembris Anno Regni noſtri decimo. 
Per ipſum e n eee Fae 
ti. Tunſtall. e 


B. 
(Ses 5. 31, 32, 33. 


| CCC 
poſtea dicetur cum de comitiis ſtatuemus) tun ut cauſas Comi- 
tiorum proponat; ſingulorum ſententias accipiat; pro majori 
| parte decernat; fuctiones & purtium ſtudia excludat ;; Elec - 
tores, Conſiliarios, literarum, morum et medicamentorum Cen- 
ſores, cum ceteris quorum en res intererit, eligat; in Collegis 
ellgendis allorum ſuffragia primum aceipiat, dein ſuum ferut, 
et pro majorl parte decernat; Lites inter Collegas dirimat, 


ſed id communi conſilio et ſententia Electorum et Cenſorum 


ſeorſim adhibitorum, (coque modo quo poſtea in capite de 
Conſfiliariis dicetur plenius;) Curet prieterea ut Sigillum com- 
mune in arca tuto cuſtodiatur. Omnia ipſe obſignabit in qua 
reliqui Socii pro officio et ſtatuto conſereſerint. '$i qui libri 
Collegio donentur, curabit ut reponantur in Bibliotheea, et, ex- 
acto anno, eorum ratio reddatur novo Prærſidi, oſtendanturque ei 
nomiĩnatim ex indice. Si quis fit redditus five fructus annuus 
ex fundis Collegii, fi quid donetur Collegio, fi quid aliis nomi- 
 nibus accedat, procuret ut in communi arca conſervetur, cujus 
ipſe clavetn unam, Confiliariorum finguh itidem unam habeant. 
Rationem etiam acceptorum et expenſorum anni ſuperioris 
exigat a Theſaurario cæteriſque officiariis Collegii, in præſentia 
pg pmoglage mig ndm moan ae 0, 
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> Wer Baies: Proidideds es ſe eee eee 
hottos Collegii conſervetur, & Statuta ejuſdem fine fraude ob» 
ſerventur ; omklague eee in flue dre Jmeb+. 
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eee e ee es at 
cognoſcere, ſive noſtrates fuerint, five advenæ, per urbem, ſu- 
| burhia, & intra ſeptem milliaria in ambitu eorundem ; cos en- 
aminare, corrigere, gubernare, & lite (fi opus fit) una cum 
Przfide & Theſaurario, perſequi: eorum medendi rationes 
inquirere, medicamenta judicio perſtringere, Pharmacopola - 
rum officinas ſcrutari, de pharmacis judicare, vitioſa combu- 
rere, aut alio pacto deſtruere: fi Pharmacopolæ obſtiterint, ad 
præſidem & Collegium rem referre: nenen 
nn 8 ä 
— a 

Cutan cis oo Comer Snatios todos | 
correctionem & gubernationem omnium & ſingulorum civita- - 
tatis Londinenſis Medicorum, & cetera munia Regis & Parlia- 
menti auRoritate ipſis mandata) omnes etiam, qui in civitate 
Londino aut per ſeptem milliaria in circuitu ejuſdem medici · 
nam exercent, licet ad hoc non ſint admiſſi per præſidentis & 
Collegii literas ſigillo noſtro communi ſigillatas, una cum Præ- 
ſidente aut Propræſidente, pro ipſorum arbitrio, admonere; 
& lite (ſi opus fuerit) una cum Preſidente & Theſaurario per - 
ſequi; nec non eos, qui in Sociorum aut Candidatorum ordinem 


nnn, es gone. | 
| Jurabunt 
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AN gratia, kut quemquam hominem, aut quidquam Medicamen- 
torum approbaturos; inque cæteris ſuo officio probe functu- 
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© Quobiam complure in hac civitate medicinam faciunt, quos 
' inidoneos omnino cenſemus, ut in numerum Sociorum aut 
Candidatorum adoptentur, vel quod natione non fint Britanni, 

vel Docteratus gradum non adepti fuerint, vel non /atis docti, aut 
tate & gravitate provecti fint, vel alias confimiles ob cauſas, & 
tamen Reipublicæ inſervire & ſaluti hominum prodeſſe poſ- 
fint, /altem in nonnullis curationibus. De his ordinamus & 
ſtatuimus, ut poſt examinationes debitas & approbationem 
Præſidis, & Cenſorum permittantur ad praxin, quamdiu ſe bene 


* 


E. Ep 
6: 88, 95 
Si quis forte Chirargus, ave Pharmacopola, ſe Prefidi, & 

Cenſoribus examinandum obtulerit, quo in Candidatorum nume- 
rum reciperetur , eum ante examinationem, aut ſaltem ante 
admiſſionem, omni jure et obligatione exui volumus, quibus 
for communitati prius go 22 enim won 
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duodecim * : Volumuſque ut nemo admittatur in illorum or- 
dinem, qui non fit in medicina doctor, & natione Britannus, 


W 


& medicinam exercuerit per quadriennium.—Quod ſi Docto- 


ratus gradum in extera aliqua Academia adeptus fuerit; volu- 


mus, ut antequam admittatur ad examen, Diploma, ſive Lite- 
ras Teſtimoniales veras & authenticas illius Academiæ profe 
rat, & oſtendat Collegio; & præterea ab alterutra noſtrarum 


E OP teſtimonium habeat, & 


| (See p. 92, 93) 
| Quoniam multi huc confluunt quotidie ad exercendam prax- 
in, e quorum numero complures ſunt, qui ante debitum tem- 
pus ex Academiis ſuis emigrantes, ad tranſmarinas oras volitant, 
ut in exteris regionibus breviori ſpatio, & minori impendio ad 
Doctoratus gradum perreptent, quam domi in Academiis noſtris 


aſſequi poterant. Idcirco ſtatuimus, ut quicunque vel in Col- 


legii ſocietatem, vel in Candidatorum ordinem, vel in Permiſ- 
ſorum numerum admittetur, fi Doctoratus gradum apud exteros 
ſuſceperit, is, admiſſionis tempore, duplo plus ſolvat Collegio 


| Prafidi, Theſaurario, Regiftrario, aliiſque Collegii officiariis, quam 
illi ſolvere ſolent, gui in noftris Academiis Dofores creantur _m_— 


Item, quicunque Doctor creatus fuerit in noſtris Academiis, 
fi tamen feſtinantius ad gradum illum ſubvolando quam par 


eſt, 


*The ſame ſtatute exiſts in all the copies prior o that of 276s, vn in al 


ſubſequent to 1693 the number of candidates is not limited, 


1 1556 1 
A temipus Wi dignitai debltum anticipeverit, ld n 6 Doctor 


iat prius, quam vel in artibus integros ſeptem annos rexerit, 
vel tam diu Baccalaureus in Medicina præextiterit, 27 duplo plus 
ſeoluet Ciollegio, Prafidi, ceteriſque prædictis collegii officiariis, 
. quamilli ſolent, qui ſecundum laudabiles leges & conſuetudines 
noſtrarum Academiarum, tempore præſinito, & maturlori cum 
W pon on N 


N 
e * ordinamus, ut in i ee wel 1 SORE 
prague admittatur Chirurgus, Pharmacopæus, aliufve 
aliguis ejuſmodi artifex, qui aut artem quamcunque minus libe- 
ralem unquam exercuerit, aut ad ſervitutem adſtrictus in offici- 
na Tyrocinium poſuit, ne forte fi tales in Collegium ita coopten- 
tur, non ſatis conſuluiſſe videamur, aut Dignitati naffræ, aut 
Heonori Academiarum neftratium quas nn TING 
a ee ee n 
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| «Seda ut-nemo, qui Chis ance 
werk in Permiſſorum numerum admittatur, nifi, ante exami · 
nationem primam, Præſidentem aut Propræſidentem & Cen - 
jurejurands, fi ipſis viſum fuerit, obſtrinxerit, /e non biennii patio 
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« college, and being ballotted, and carried in the affirmative, ” 


< it was ordered that the college N 
# was done accordingtye” | 


| Cum Licentiati ive Permiſh, a A te 
faltem non in noſtris Academiis, in Medicina Gradum ſuſce- 
& ſeptem circum circa milliaria, aliiſque juribus & immuni- | 
tatibus gaudeant, quibus Candidati Sociique (qui magnos ſump- 
Academiis noſtris fecerint) fruantur. Equum cenſemus, ut 
illi pares ad minimum cum iis Pecuniæ ſummas Collegio noſtro 
ſolverent. Quocirca ob rationes prædictas, & at jufis Jeade- 
micorum neftratium querelis frequenter hac in re ad nos delatis 
obviam eamus ; Statuimus et ordinamus, quod nullus, in poſ- 
terum, Licentiatus five Permiſſus ad praxin medicine in hac 
urbe admittatur, niſi prius ſeptuagiata libras legalis Monet 
magnæ Britanniæ Theſaurario hujus Collegii, pro tempore 
exiſtenti, in uſum ejuſdem ſolverit, & quaſcunque alias ſum- 
tibus (ſi illis æquum videbitur) diſpenſare cum ſolutione alicu- 
jus partis dictæ ſummæ ſeptuaginta librarum non excedentis in 
toto ſummam triginta & quinquæ librarum ; modo dictus per- 
miſſus, tempore permiſſionis, ſe obſtringat, Scripto ſuo Obliga- 
torio dicto, Theſaurario ad ſolvendam ſummam in dicto ſcrip- 
to obligatorio contentam, intra annum proxime ſequentem 
talem permiſſionem, atque ad ordinarias inſuper trimeſtres 
CR OR eee e 
ſtandas. | 
« After 
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e ut nemo admittatur in Collegii entube; nr 
| noa' pes fetit par wide futegramt — 
ro; aut publice in aliqua Britanniz Academia, medicinam 
per triennium' prelegerit, aut Doctor Cathedre, ut aiunt, in 
— eee 5 e we. 
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(See p. 104.) 
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Cum Statutum de Candidatis, quo tam fibi ipſi quam Sta- 
tuto de Sociis conſtaret, plane voluit ut nemo admitteretur in 
ordinem Candidatorum, qui non fuerit in Medicina Doctor, 
vel in Academia Oxonienſi vel Cantabrigienſi, licet his ipfiſ- 
ſimis verbis non ita cautum fuit : Nequa lis in futurum de 
hac re oriatur, ſtatuimus et ordinamus, ut nemo admittatur in 
ordinem Candidatorum, 1 ſit eee ee en 


ner An | 
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(See p. 109, 108.) 
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vel 


| — of 2736, 1750. a ut numerus 

non excedat octoginta. In thoſe of 1647. 1687. 1693, Triginta: 
Volumuſque, ultra hunc certum & determinatum numerum, Regis, Regina, 
77 
* admit, | 


Ew: 168 ] 
vel Oxonienſi — medicine | DoRor cicatus 
fuerit, idque pofquam omnia in ſtatutis utriuſvis academia 2 5 
preeſcripta, compleverit, fine diſpen/atione vel gratia igſaliia. 

Siquis vero doctoratus gradum in Academia Dublinienfi adeptus 
fuerit, volumus ut, antequam eligendus proponatur, literas 
teſtimoniales tam ab illa academia, de preſtitis omnibus e- 
excitiis ibi aeceſſariis, fine diſpenfatione vel gratia infolita, 
quam ab alterutra academiarum noſtrarum de incorporatione 
1 e Sener — 


2 
(be p. 108.) 


We bee bn ee at e es dh uns 5 
integrum candidatus; præter regis vel regie conjugis medicum 
ardinarĩum cum ſtipendio, aut iv Academia vel Cantabrigienſ 
vel Oxonienſ medicinz Profefforem regium. Modo tamen 
tam regis vel regie con jugis medicus ie, quam Profeſſor 
regius, in omnia Britannorum jura natus ſit, & in Academia 
præſcripta compleverit, fine diſpenſatione vel gratia inſolita. 
Si vero regis vel regizz conjugis medicus ille, aut Profeſſor 
adeptus fuerit; GD OY SO Oey 
dane id eee ee eee; 
Ita, quam ab alterutra academiarum noſtrarum de incorpora- 
| none fua, Regiſtrario proferat. Illos vero, qui in pradiftis- 


5 = : £ '' (See page 120, . . dn £4 

CO Chula major. ordin. Sept. 30, 2520... 4) 
N po was propoſed to confider of the ſtatute n. to 
ee eee eee eee 
regular education in foreign univerſities, into the order, and 
diſtinguiſh them from licentiates that have had no degrees. 
2 „„«„%5 end confer fob dhclrropert;® 


ann e en ec . - @ he regiſier read a 
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-  Prudenter-equidem & jure a majoribus noſtris ſtatutum eſt, 
ut qui ab Academiis hujus regni Anglia ſummos honores acce- 
perint, it quoque in Collegio præcipuis potirentur privilegiis & 


- fab fociorum nomine locum obtinerent. Ut vero bono publico 


deeſſe non viderentur, ad praxin admiſerunt plures minus idoneos 
reputatos, qui in numerum ſociorum adoptarentur, vel quod 
DoRoratus gradum non adepti fuerint, vel non ſatis docti, vel 
alias confimiles ob cauſas; & tamen reipublice inſervire, & 
ſaluti hominum prodeſſe potuerint, ſaltem nonnullis in cura- 
tionibus. Stabilita hujuſmodi Collegii authoritate, nec publica 
utilitate neglecta, ulterius in facultatis dighitate conſulenda 
porrexerunt, nihilque æquius judicarunt, quam ut qui ip6 
facultatem medicine jam ornaverint, ii quoque a facultate 
debitis honoribus condecorarentur: in hunc, finem, ordinem 
Sociorum Honorariorum crearunt, in quem reciperentur viri 
liberaliter educati, & doctrina, & morum probitate inſignes. 
* W TE 8 RE AO. 
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requirenda, id totum collegarum judicio relinquimus, ut in 


Comitiis majoribus, prout idoneum fuerit viſum, de ſingulis 


 petitionibus decernant, antequam ad examen admittantur. 
ad On Aa -Pravdide & AS ape ans ut de 
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Britannia Collegii Theſaurario pendat, in uſum Collegii ; 
præter ſolutiones ordinarias Præſidi, Cenſoribus, Theſaurario, 
Regiſtrario, & Bedello, per ſtatuta debitas, & neceſſariam 
pro diplomate impenſam, & deinde, ſubſcripto nomine, polli- 
ceatur ſe ſtatuta omnia, quæ Sociis Honorariis ante admiſfio- 


nem perlegenda ſunt, OT UNE A IS 50 


contra faciendi inffictas, non invito animo, perſoluturum. 
And was agreed to nemine ne, aha 
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Comit. | major. " ns, "Dec. 2% 1725. « The prefident 
« having taken notice of the diſputes that had been occaſioned | 
4 by the ſtatute relating to honorary fellows, did, for-prevent- 
ing any further diſputes, propoſe in the following manner: 
“ That the ſtatute relating to honorary fellows ſhould 
s be now repealed, a eee OO: 
M$, £ 
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Birch, and Dr. Richard Middleton Maſſey, ſhould have leave 
bo be ond 25 Rory IONS. | * 


L 161 13 e 
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| January 29, eee eee 
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nn e red Wenn of a e u t We 
« fities, concerning their being cautious of admitting doctor 
in phyfic. Ordered, png Sperm e F. 
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c "gue id Vw les eee be” 2 nobis cautum 
eſſe, ut maxima apud nos habeatur Academicæ inſtitutionis ra- 
tio: utque illi quos honoribus vos ornaſtis, & faciliori negotio, 
E impenſes multo quam olim minoribus, tanquam cognati & fami- 
lares, in domicilium noſtrum recipiantur. Hoc ergo unum a 
vobis rogare liceat, quod nos facile impetraturos ſpondemus; 
nequis ullo apud vos in medicina gradu decoretur, qui non in 
2 F | 


R. 
(cee p. 125 7 


. vriainilh animes Gudendl quatwee 
annos commoratus, doctoris in medicina gradum ſuſceperit, & 
fingulari favore Collegii dignus viſus fuerit, liceat per majorem 
| partem Sociorum præſentium in comitiis tiis iis ordinariis majori- 
dus, que poſtridie.Divi Michaelis habentur, illum, poſtquam in 
w= / Permiſſorum numero per tres annos fuerit, in Candidatorum 

ordinem cooptare : dummodo iſta cooptatio vigints ſuffragiis 
; NE a nne 
| | M Statutum 


(See g. 125.) 
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Adee endend quibuliige paſucrk, An end grade N Glen 
facultate academia Oxonienfis vel Cantabrigienſis fngulari gratia 
inſignaverit, liceat cuilibet ſocio eundem, fi annum ætatis ſue 
triceſimum clauſerit, in comitiis iis majoribus, que poſtridie 
Divi Michaelis habentur, examinandum proponere ; qui adeo, 
fi conſenſerit Major pars ſociorum in illis comitiis præſentium, 
examinetur, modo infra ſtatuto ita tamen ut tertia examinatio 
run. fiat niſi in iis comitiis majoribus, que poſtridie feſti Divi 
Michaelis proxime inſecuturi habenda ſunt. | . 
fi — — — . 25 
propoſitus, examinatus, & in ſingulis examinationibus appro- 
batus fuerit, proponatur continuo a præſidente in numerum 
Candidatorum eligendus, qui adeo, / due tertia fociorum in 
CO d gere ge TOI INE aum 
ad illum beneficium accipientum inhabilem reddiderit. | 


| | e 130, 13% 1 
Anise e une e e eee 
fuerĩt in numero eorum, qui ad facultatem Medicinæ, in civitate 
Londino & per ſeptem milliaria in circuitu ejuſdem, exercen- 
85 dam a Collegio noſtro permiſſi fuerint, annumque ætatis ſue 
triceſſimum ſextum clauſerit, liceat cuilibet ſociorum, in comitiis 
ordinarũs iis, que a feſto Divi Michaelis proxime habentur, 


eee eee . 
major 
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_ & ery.” I have taken conſiderable pains, unſucceſsfully, to pro- 
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V 
mam infra præſcriptam a præſidente vel propræſidente & Cen- 

ſoribus, tribus comitiis proxime inſecuturis majoribus ordina- : 
riis, examinetur, & ſi in ſingulis examinationibus a majore parte 
ſociorum preſentium in illis comitiis approbatus fuerit; comi- 


tüs majoribus ordinariis proxime inſecuturis a prefidente vel 


&, ſi conſenſerit major pars Sociorum * | 
tium, quamprimum commode fieri poteſt, admittatur, durnmodo 
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STATUTE 9 K. ow V. 


In page 10, 1 have aſſerted, that the & of the third of 
Henry VIII. was the firſt ever iſſued in England, for regu- 
lating practitioners in phyſic. In this aſſertion I am ſupported 
by the authority of Dr. Goodall, and of the Compiler of The 
« Law of Phyſicians, Surgeons, and Apothecaries,” publified in 
1767, and profeſſedly compiled © by defire of a Great Per ſonage, for 
« the uſe of ſuck gentlemen of the faculty as are enemies do quack- 


cure a fight of Dr. Merrett's collection of Atts of Parliament, 


4 Charters, Ic. relating to the College of Phyſicians, publiſied in 
« 4. 1660.” I conclude that his arrangement muſt be 


fimilar to Dr. G 's, as we are informed by Mr. Gough, 
in his Britili Topograhy, V. i. p. 650, that great part of Dr. 


Merrets collection is included in, The Royal College of Phy- 
ficians of London, Ec. by Charles Goodall, Docter in Phyſich, 
c. 1684, 4. I have compared the different acts of par- 


nnn ſtatutes at large, and 


ee, ha notco am x of th ninth of Heary v. nearly en. 
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' of learning and medical ſcience, even in the dark ages. 8 

| on this account, that I inſert it here, for the propriety of Sir 
William Browne's inference is extremely diſputable, as will 
appear from the act itſelf. It is as follows, tranſcribed verba- 
tim, from Sir William Brewer's Vindication of the Ryal G. oy 


bee uma: ge 410. 1753, f. e e e 
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« medical ſcience, even in the dark age of monkery, the 

4 9 K. H. V. which, although not printed in the Statute book, was 

4 enacted according to the following tranſcript taken from the 
OO ee e e Oe - 


Ex bundello petitionum de A® g* H. v. in per 
_ hamento. | 


eee ghar lied d and worthy lords ſpiri- 
tuelx, and temporelx, and worſhipfull comunes, for ſo moche 
as a man hath thre things to governe, that is to ſay ſoule, body, 
and worldly goods; the which ought and ſhulde ben princi- 
paly reweled by thre ſciences, that ben divinitie, fiſyk, and 
lawe, the ſoule by divinitie, the body by fiſyk, worldly goods 
by lawe, and thoſe conynges ſhould be uſed, and practiſed 
principally by the moſt connyng men in the ſame ſciences, and 

moſt approved in caſes neceſſaries, to encreſe of vertue, long 

- life, and gouds of fortune, to r God and comyn 


But worthi ſoveraines hit is known to your hey diſcretion, 
meny uncunnyng, and unaproved in the aforeſaide ſcience, 
practiſeth and ſpecialy in fyſyk ; ſo that in this realme is every 
man, be he never ſo lewed, takeing upon him practyſe, y ſuf- 
fered to uſe it to grete harme, and flaughtre of many men: 
where if no man practiſed therein, but al only connynge men, 
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3 have mo entendance to youre body, for the 
cauſes aboveſaid to ordaine, and make in ſtatute perpetually, to 


* 


is 
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ate dries in othur landes and roiulmer, ther ſhuld many man, 
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refore eee eee _ 


be ſtraitly y uſed and kept, that no man of no manner eſtate, 
degre, or condition, practiſe in fiſyk fro this time forward, Bor 


le have long time y uſed the ſcules of fiſyh, within ſome univerſitee 


and be graduated in the ſame : that is to ſay, but he be bacheler 
or doctour of fiſyk, having lettres teſtimonialx ſufficeantz of on 
of thoſe degrees in the univerſite, in the which he took his de- 
gree; in undur peyne of long impriſonement, and paying xl. Is. 
to the king: and that no woman uſe the practiſe of fiſyk, under 


| the ſame payne. And that the ſherreffs of every ſhire make 
Inquiſition, in their tournes, if there be any that forfaiteth 
_ ayens this ſtatuit, under a payne reaſonable, and thenne that 


they put this ſtatute in execution, without ony favoure, under 
the ſame payne: alſo leſt that thay, the which ben able to 


practiſe in fiſyk ben excluded fro practiſe the which be not 


graduated. Pleſeth to your hey prudency to ſend writtes to all 


the ſherreffs of Englond, that every practyſour in fiſyk not 


graduated in the ſame ſcience, that wole practiſe forth be 
wythin on of the univerſities of this lond, by a certain day, 
that thay, that ben able mowe after true and ſtreyt examina- 


tion, be received tiſtheir degree, and that thay, that be not 
able, to ceſe fro the practiſe into the time, they ben able and 


approved, or e mom. eee eee 
wn, 4 ggd | 
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de furgerie. 


FF 
continuez dedains le roialme, entre les gentz, per my ceux, 


quont uſez larts et le praQik de fiſyk, et ſurgerie, pretendantæ 
ſo? bien et ſufficeaument-apris de meſmes les arts, ou de verite 


non pas eſtes a grand deceite a le people. Si eſt ordeinex, et 


aſſentuz, en ceſte parlement, qu les ſeigneurs du counſeil du 
roy, pur le temps eſteantz, aient poair, per auctoritie de meſme 


le parlement, de faire et mettre tiele ordinaunce, et puniſſe- 


ment envers ceux perſones, qe deſore enavant vorront entre- 


metter, et uſer le practik des dits arts, et ne ſont my hables, ne 
approves en y celles, come appꝰ ent as meſmes les arts, ceſs- 
tafſavoir, ceux de fiſyk en les univerſities, et les ſurgeons entre 


les meſtres de cell arte, et ceo, come ſemblera as ditz ſeigneurs 


le plus convenable, et neceſſurie, en le cas ſelonc lour bon 
nn ain Pata | 


In plane Engliſh. 


An ordinance againſt intermeddlers | in phyſi 


and ſurgery. 
A ie; oviey_the e e e tha bawp 


long continued, within this realm among the people, ariſing 
from thoſe, who have uſed the arts and practice of phyſic, 


and ſurgery, pretending themſelves to ve been well and 


; fufficiently inſtructed in the ſame arts, when, in truth, they 
have not, to the greatdeceit of the people. Now it is ordained 


and aſſented in this parliament, that the lords of the king's 


counſel, for the time being, ſhall have power, by authority of 


the ſame parliament, to appoint fuch order and puniſhment 


for thoſe perſons, who ſhall hereafter intermeddle and uſe the 
| practice of the ſaid arts, not being ſkilful nor approved in 


them, as to the ſame arts appertaineth, that is to ſay, thoſe 


in 
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n i walk ht he Gat 22 welt as the ſubſe. 
| quent charter of the tenth of Henry VIII. was enacted to re- 
ome 106 Re of ehrte in this country, in the way it was 
| then regulated © in, othur Jonds and roialmes.” It has been 
pointed out in p. * 7, that it was an early cuſtom for the 
members of the Engliſh Univerſities, to ſtudy on the con- 
__ tinent; that, even at the beginning of the fifteenth century, 
medical lectures were given, at Oxford, by a foreigner, who 
was detained for that purpoſe, when he went thither from 
Montpelier for a degree in phyfic; and that all the earlieſt pro- 
188 moters af learning, in Britain, aſter the revival of letters, were 
men, who e Teong knowledge from Italian Univerſities. . 


un e e ee 
ments of Foreign univerſities, were the profeſſed examples of 
imitation here, and that what learning the P poſſeſſed, was 
only acquirable on the continent, conſequently that the Eng- 
liſh univerſities, at that remote period, ſo far ho the 
ſources of learning and medical ſcience, as Sir William Browne 
CO eee ORs 


1 „ 
given to the graduates in phyſic of Oxford and Cambridge, by 

| ' this act of Henry V. nor tlie neceflity enforced of being incor- 
porated there, to olſtain equal profeſſional privileges. The act 
required, only, to conſtitute a regular phyſician, that he ſhould _ 
1 have long time y uſed the ſcoles of fiſyk within ſome univer- _ 
ue; and be graduated in the ſame, that is to ſay, but he be 
WIRED ITE Os Too gR ey <a | 
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« besen of bat degrees in the univeriite in the which a 
I he took his degree. All other practiſers, not ſo entitled, 
| | were to appear wythin on of the univerſities of this lond that 
« they, that ben able mowe, after true and ſtreyt examination 
4 be received to their degree, and that thay, that be not able, 
to ceſe fro the practiſe into the time, they ben able and ap- _ 
« proved, or for to never more entermete thereof.” There was 
not any thing ſpecified like the formal, and unneceſſary delay 
of eleven years for a doctor 'n degree, nor of unreaſonable ſa- 
crifices to obtain incorporation. The only exaction was, the 
only rational and juſt one, a proof of competency. As there 
vas not any College of Phyſicians at that time, and as the Bi- | 
: ſhops had not then been empowered to grant licenſes in phyſic, 
there was not any place, in England, ſo proper to give the 
proofs of competency at, as the univerſities: but the compe- 
tency of the graduates of any univerſity was never diſputed ; 
thoſe, therefore, o 
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